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■ W. PARSONS, Efq; 

Mafier and Conductor of the 
King s Band of Mufic . 

June 22d, 1788* 

Dear Parsons! 

My prefent fituatidn 
might have reduced me to the pain- 
v ful neceffity of trying your heart; 
but you have generoufly anticipated 

■ what diftrels might have extorted, 
; and have conlidered yourfelf obliged 

not only by conferring, but accumu- 
£ lating obligations. When men like 
oyou attain to the height of their 
a 2 pro- 
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profeffiorij arreft the applaufe of the 
fcientific, and command the fervice 
of the great, not only envy will be 
Blent, but juftice approve. 

As this addrefs comes forward 
without your knowledge or confent, 
I am not fure that it will efcape your 
cenlure ; but I would rather hazard 
your difpleafure, than not confefs my 
gratitude. 

I am , 

Your very fencere Friend) 

‘ W, Beckford, 


PR E - 
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The following remarks yvere writ¬ 
ten at the defire of fome refpe&able 
friends, who were pleafed, to thinks 
that a refidence of nearly thirteen 
years in Jamaica might fupply.the 
place of abilities* and the fubjedt be 
an excufe for the prefumption ; and 
although they were only meant, for a 
private eye, yet I do not now fcru-> 
pie to fay, that they are publifhed 
upon another account: the place in 
which I am, the fituation to which 
reduced, muft therefore be my apo- 
Jogy to the oandid, and my juftifica- 
tion to the humane. 


I am 
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I am aware that many repetitions 
will be found in the courfe of the 
following obfervations; but for thofe, 
and the errors that will occur, I muft 
folicit the indulgence of my readers 
(fhould I be favoured with any) who 
will generoufiy make allowances, I 
hope, for the want of thofe flriCtures 
and corrections of friendfiiip, of 
which my prefent confinement has 
unfortunately deprived me. 

What I have fuggefted has been 
in confequence of local experience; 
I have not wifhed to miflead, nor to 
call illiberal or perfonal reflections: 
If any fliall occur that may feem to 
bear this imputation, they have arifen 
without premeditation from the ge¬ 
neral fubjeCt, and were not intended 
to wound the feelings, nor to apply 
to the private conduct of any indivi^ 

duah 
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dual. The knowledge I have gained 
in this place of the miferies of others, 
may have excited my feelings; but 
where I behold fo many of a deeper 
comple&ion than my own, it would 
be weaknefs to defpond, and injuf- 
tice to complain. 

As I have not read any pamphlet 
whatever that treats of the prefent 
fubjedt, I am not confcious of hav¬ 
ing adopted the ideas of others; * and 

although 


* I am happy to find that the fame idea that flruck me 
in refpedt to the number of flaves confined in one Ihip, 
has likewife arifen in other minds, and is likely to undergo 
a reformation ; and it cannot be doubted but juftice will 
attend benevolence, and that it will not fuffer private 
rights to be infringed by public and popular opinion: it 
ought likewife to be obferved, that this reform can only 
affe£t the African, and does not by any means apply to 
the comforts of the American flaves; fo far, therefore, it 
will only be a partial introdu&ion of that humanity, 
which, I'humbly conceive, was meant to be extended to 
both. 

Although many of the remarks in the following pages 

may 



(; viii ) 

although thefe remarks were di&ated 
fo long ago as, the month of Febru¬ 
ary ; • yet a variety of caufes has hi¬ 
therto; prevented their publication. 
I now fubmit them, with diffidence, 
to the public opinion, in the hope 
that thofe who intereft themfelves in 
the caufe of humanity, will not cen- 
liire the intention, on account of the 
weaknefs of the execution. 


may feem particularly applicable to a pen (or a farm upon 
which the fugar cane is not planted) they may ftill refer to 
any mountain or part cf an eftate upon which the new 
negroes may be at firft fettled, and from which drawn off, 
and become domefticated with the flaves of the fame 
plantation. 

Fleet, 

yune 22 d, 1788. 


SIR, 



SIR, 


i OU hare Scrificed ynss- 
judgment to your friendship, in fcppodng 
me capable of making any pertinent remarks 
upon the fituation of African and Creole 
Haves.—1 ihall however obey your com*- 
mauds, and coniine my obiervarions tc fhA 
particulars as have faHen within the reach 
of my own. experience; 

A refidence of many years in Jamaica, dur¬ 
ing which period I had the direSion of 3 
confiderable number of negroes, and a por¬ 
tion of them my own, is the principal ground 
upon which I mean to buiid my dble'rvaricns'5 
and as for that period I was very attentive, 
not only from intereft, but pleasure, Vo their 
labour, their accommodation, and their 

A I may 
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1 may be fuppofed to have gained Tome little 
knowledge; though, I fear, not fufficient 
to give my arguments that force, which 
better talents and more induftry would have 
a right to claim. 

I lhall not expofe my ignorance by attempt¬ 
ing to defcribe the lituation of thefe unhappy 
people, (who are now become the objects 
of public, or private companion) when liv¬ 
ing in either a date of eafe or warfare in 
their own country? nor diyell upon the me¬ 
thods nfcd -lo decoy or force, them from 
thepce; upon the hardfhips they encounter 
during die ypya°£; their want of food or 
cxercife; the cruelties inflicted upon them, 
nor their treatment in the . harbour, until the 
day. of fale ; as thele I have only obtained 
from oral information, and cannot therefore 
infift upon as an honed evidence. What I 
myfelf have feen, I may with candour ad* 
vance; and I fhall think mylelf fortunate, if 
any remarks I may be able to make upon 
ibis melancholy fubjefl may tend to open the 
eyes of the planter, and help to convince 
him* that, in the relative lituation of mailer 
and flaye, humanity is the foundation of 

interefl, 
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interett, and the advocates of the prefent 
cuufe, that political and national advantage 
will be the confequence of a lyttejn directed 
to the alleviation of their general fuiferings ; 
if it can be done without infringing upon 
the rights of individuals. Whatever efFedt 
the petitions may have upon this trade, fo 
repugnant to our religion, and to thofeideas of 
liberty under which we live; they will* 
however deferve to be attended with the blef- 
fings of thofe who feel, ttiould they be the 
means of retraining the rigour of a cruel 
matter, and tend to a mitigation- of the bo¬ 
dily and mental fufferings; and add in future 
to the comforts of the unhappy Have: : and 
thefe appear to me, the only good effe&s 
that can poflibly refult from the fuccefs of the 
applications. " 

•While now the flame of humanity ieems 
to glow in every breaft, it fhould not be fuf* 
fered to cool; for the fpark once negledled 
will die away, and receive, perhaps, a blaze 
i>o more; but the fuhjedb mutt be touched 
with a delicate hand, confldered in all pofli« 
ble points of view, lett inhumanity fhould 
he the. confequence of pity, the end pf the* 
< - . A z petitions. 
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petitions be thereby defeated, the intended 
.r^pafidy.ifa‘4 and $1$ wonn4? pf t(ae .negroes 
If# ipc^bb of a cure. The comfort? that 
Ipnoft attend their future fituation fhould orl-* 
ghiate in Boland, extend to Africa, and bo 
marred in the polonies; and what thefe re* 
<jpifitipn$ are, Jfliall endeavour to explain. 

The fir# object that ftrikes me is, the ne- 
cefiity of making a previous arrangement 
for their reception on board ; no confinement 
nnd er the hatches, nor chains fhould be 
allowed; no indecent liberties taken by the 
(prow;.. pQ. , jyrpmifci^us intercourfe between 
men and worsen; no fapailies (if fuch be 
fpund) %>uid be feparated, no harmlefs r$- 
crpajdgn? ip the day denied; nor warm clothes 
refnfpd at night 3 and efpecial care fhould be 
obfcrved, that too many he not confined in, 
<UIp If a reform be intended to. be 

v : made* 

* If if be poflihlp to tpake any indulgent regulations upon 
this head, thofe regulations will more effectually ferve the 
Cfcufe of humanity, than any idea that can affeCt the prefcnt 
copjfortp Q? fubftaritiate the future confidence of an African Have,’ 
tn^e aegjrees be put an board one (hip, than a flaip of the, 
lamp burthen, as a tranfport, will accommodate of failorsand 
troops, f do : not fee any rcafon \vhy companion fhould be 
. " alarmed* 
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triagefor.-the relief of human creatures, why 
not begin at the fountain head, and trace the 
firearm of mifery through all its channels, 
where open,*coniine, .or divert it; and where 
not obvious, let a fearch be made; nor forego 
the enquiry, until fomething efficient tball 
be done, or the project berefigned in defpair; 

. Suppofe a cargo fbould confifi: (as many 
do) of fix hundred Haves, and One half of 
them fhould perilh from negle&, or from a 
want of the common neceflaries of life; and 
the remainder be reduced by inanition to ikin 
and bones; what advantage can this large cargo 
boaft, thus conditioned, over one of half that 
number, out of which the lofs has been final!, 
and the paflengers healthy? That many-of 
thefe indignant people have rifen in rebellion* 
for a recovery of that liberty, which np trea« 


farmed, if an Africa^ do pot receive more indulgence that! 
what an European is entitled to; but if fetters muft be ufe4 
in confujeration of an encreafe of numbers; I could wifh thei|r 
numbers to be reduced, that the terrors of flavery plight not 
be, anticipated, a-,d, that the, ppor deluded fuflferers,mig^t 
not find a tyrant, where they were taught to expeft a friend, 
Of the commercial profits or difadyantages upon this fubjett, 
I am not competent to fpeak, and therefore my fuggeftion ja 
only a prfvate idea, tvhich thofe who are more intelligent may 
gafily confute and uver-rule. 
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fehery, has a right to deprive them of, may bd 
finely forgiven by the independent, and par¬ 
doned by the juft: that many have periftied 
on the voyage for want, and that many have 
been thrown .over board, or left to ftarve 
Upon iflands, inacceflible to relief, or pity, 
has been too generally credited to remain a 
doubt. If thefe- inftances of cruelty have 
happened, the utmoft efforts of human pm- 
dence fhould be exerted, that they may not 
occur again, . 

; When thefe unhappy creatures arrive at 
their deftined port, particular care is taken 
to make, their Ikins have a glofiy appearance 
(this being a ftrong indication of health) to 
have their heads ftiaved, wholly or fantaffi- 
$ally, to have their joints oiled, and to make 
them pra&ife fudden rifing, leaping, or any 
action that will give vigour to their limbs. 
If the cargo be much reduced they are often 
kept bach to recruit (for negroes will thrive 
in indolence, and gain flefti, as is obvious, 
binder inoculation ;*) If plump and healthy 
! ■ '' they 

It fo notorious that negroes however low in flelhwill 
recruit iti idlenefs, I do not conceive an additional quantity 

' : ' i 
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they ai'e iliewii a few days after their arrival, 
and until the day of fale., It is a light, not 
]|efs indelicate than fhocking, to fee thefe 
poor wretches,; thefe outcalls of humanity 
when firil expofed ! indelicate ; as men, 
women, and children alraoft appear in a-Hate 
of nature ; ,and Ihocking as ' the light of fel¬ 
low creatures thus degraded, mull harrow 
up the foul of every man who is not entirely, 
dead to fenfibility.. If their appearance ftrike 
us with a fomething at which the' ,mind 
revolts, whatmuft their : ideas be:at the com* 
mencement of a fale ? ; what muft they think 
of their precarious ..exigence, when crouds 
burft at once upon, and Surround them,; /and 
by a hafty and indifcriminate choice awaken 
their.fears for the prefent, and confirqi..their 
apprehenfions of the milerifesto come ? : Upbrn 
this occalion' of trial arid-uncertainty, many, 
have plunged themfelv.es :at. ;once .into: the 
fea, more willing to fecond the anticipations 

of food to be of fo mych real fervice to them when fick, as a 
prudent indulgence of reft ; for under inoculation, when the; 
firft is partially allowed, I have known them fatten in propor¬ 
tion to the extenfion of the laft, and of this I can fpeak with 
/cpafidenee, having been a frequent witnefs of the- foft. 

: ' V? 
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^dbfpatfythan furvive the-apprcheidions of 

animperiding-fate, • • • ' •'■ : 

’ I ? With deference, propofe* 

that the dales be-in* future private ;■ that few 4 
he espofed to piirchafe in a lot, that families 
and coime&ions hei particularly attended to* 
and fold to the : £§me rtiafler, or if ; that can¬ 
not be^a& near ias-piS^hle to the -fame heigh-. 
h6m?bqcLdi^- t Such ‘tMderfre'fs -be af 

prfehtconfolatioil t-olhe deje&ed 1 flakes * give 1 
& npd®a(aag conftderiee < ;iri* 1 *juftte and 

humanity of the thaler, reconcile them to 
their labour for :hib- intefdft* and prove & 
fchirceJta the purchafer of futnre emolttmentv 
l am convinced - that ^nbafty- of thefe hegle£ted‘ 
creatures; have given* Themfe$ve& ; Up to forroW 
and defpair,. * fofno Other fekfonthaif a fepa-* 

radon from their otd: attachments v «nd what* 

makes mo more inclinable to this belief is^ 
the? coiidanf predile&leii' they have upon al$ 

* That private fales will better atifwer tire purport of 
profit and humanity*.! have not a doubt, for the fame or more 
‘Vsagdrhds will attend' the purchafe of a lot of five, than wilt 
be dblferved'in one of fifty i relations and attachments may be 
thence. confidered ; apd. he who cannot realize two families 
{if families be fet apart) m^Se at leaft able, in conjunction, 
with a neighbour, to purchafe ode* 

« ■ occafions. 
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cccalions, to thofe who have been purchafed 
from the fame cargo, and whom they em¬ 
phatically diftinguilh by the appellation of 
fhip-mates. A perfon of the fame country 
to fpeak the language, explain the 'nature of 
their expe&ed fervice, and how they are to 
aft to avoid punifhment, and extort indul¬ 
gence, fhould conllantly attend thefe private 
fales, (for public ones I have already repro¬ 
bated, and given my reafons) that they may 
not enter with diftruft into their new con¬ 
dition; and this idea feems to be no iefs 
founded, upon juftice than policy* 

I could wilh that every Guinea faftor, 
every planter, every purchafer of a Have, 
would ferioufly reflect upon his natural fitua- 
tion, and that he would not aflume confequence 
from power, nor oppreflion from the means 
of diftrefs: that every mail who willingly * 
or is obliged through neceffity to become an 
exile from his paternal foil, and who foregoes 
the conftitutional birth-right of freedom, to 
link into a purchaled Have * would only 


* To what this alludes, is too obvious to require an espla- 
nation. 

B reflefl 
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fefled one moment upon what he was, ancf 
accordingly ufewifh moderation that power, 
which neither mental abilities, nor acknow¬ 
ledged virtues, but a change of climate and 
a feries. of fortpne have put into his hands. 

| fuppofe a parcel of negroes to be now 
purchalpd,—-what would be the general idea 
of extorted flavery ? a fecret figh, a fullen 
murmur, or a deep revenge 1 How contrary 
to iuch fuggeftions is the real fad ? One, 
two,.or three grangers at mod of their own 
colour, will lead. from forty to fifty newly 
purchafed from one end of the Ifland to the 
other ; they will dance and fing throughout 
the joprney, without lamenting a change of 
Jife, diflimilarity of manners, or fatigue of 
didance; bur will chearfully follow wherer 
; ever. they am conduded, and refrefh them- 
felves wheneyer they halt, without refent- 
ment, without fufpicion, without concern: 
nay jf one of their fhipmates, from apparent 
weaknefs of cqnditution, or any accidental 
difeafsof; .body or mind be left unpur chafed, 
he will follow his departing companions with 
-a heavy eye; and would looner pine away 
with forrow at his rejedion. than dread the 
: '' mod 
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moft inhuman fituation to which his own 
fears, or the apprehenfions of his countrymen 
might reduce him. 

If the negroes were particularly addi&ed to 
revenge, they would have frequent and 
fecret opportunities of gratifying, with all 
its horrors, this implacable and infernal paf- 
fion. I think them more inclinable to for¬ 
give than refent an injury, they will quarrel 
indeed mod violently with their tongues, but 
feldom with their hands, and there cannot 
be much to dread from their general indo-> 
lenceand timidity. The Coromantee negroes 
are, it mull: be confeHed, of a more favage 
appearance and intrepid temper; but as they 
are feldom brought fo young to the country 
as thofe of other nations, and indignant at 
the idea of labour loon pine in fullennefs, 
or link their fpirits in their pride, I would 
not depend too much upon their exertions, 
nor flatter myfeif with a continuity of their 
lirength. Nowithftanding the great predi¬ 
lection for this people I have feldom known 
them anfwer upon an eftate ;—-on the con-; 
trary—I have been more unlucky myfeif 
in the purchafe of thefe Haves than in 
B a thofe 
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thofe of any other country—they may do 
very well for jobbers, and for thofe who 
require immediate work %. but as they are 
not equally docile with' thofe of other 
nations^ do^ not eafily domeilicate, and 
form attachments, or work with pleafure 
and perfeverance in their grounds, I would 
not recommend- any number of them at a 
time to be fixed upon the fame eftate. 

I- now fuppofe the African to be arrived 
upon the fpot y where his labours are to be 
exerted, and: the remainder of his life con¬ 
fined. His content (for I will not think 
him capable of happinefs, for who is, or 
can be ■ fo ?) ■ muff eventually depend upon 
a variety of ciroumftances—upon the effed 
that* his perfon may make upon the pur¬ 
chaser, upon his obedience to the overfeer, 
up<i»i the ftrudure of his body, the open- 
nefs of: his face, the vigour of his limbs, 
andiUpon his apparent fenfeand durability ; 
but roorenthan all, upon the connexions he 
mayilerm*. and the protection he may find 
among negroes of confequence and power 
upoft the plantation. 

■v ■ - A negro 
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A negro man is pure haled either tor a trade* 
or the cultivation and different proeels of the 
cane—the occupations of the women are only 
two, the houfe, with its ieveral departments, 
and iuppofed indulgences, or the fold with 
its exaggerated labours. The mil firuadoa is 
tlie moft honorable, the laid the molt in de¬ 
pendant ; for I never knew a negro who 
would not willingly forego the comforts or 
the houfe (which fervice requires a conitant 
attendance) to be lure of the hours of accui- 
tomed leifure; and what that leifure is* I ihall 
endeavour in the courts of theie ohfervatioos 
to explain. 

It appears to me that too many £kves ane 
brought to the Wands advanced in lifo; 
whereas, if only thole who are young, or at 
the moft under twenty years of age were im¬ 
ported, there would not be much rilk of their 
having left behind them thole regrets, which 
thole may be Tuppoied to have done* who 
have been forced from the endearing ties of 
wife and children, and binder the psinfal an¬ 
ticipations of their future wretch edneis and 
want. Thole who are at the period above 
deforibed, confider their entrance into a new 

ftate 
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#sfee of life, as a temporary paftime, which 
muft be greatly enhanced by the fudden en¬ 
joyment of ideal liberty, after the horrible 
confinement of a long, and perhaps a tem- 
peftuous, and dangerous voyage. They take 
the hoe, the adze, the hammer, or the plane 
the firfl time into their hands with as much 
youthful vanity as a boy at fchcol does his 
bat; and it i§ not long before they know how 
to make an ingenious ufe of either. 

From the age of twelve to fixteen is, in 
opinion, the period that is moh likely. 
anfwer .the future views of the purchaferj’ 
for as property in the Weft-Indies is only: 
valuable according to its capital, (as the land 
would be of little ufe without negroes or cat¬ 
tle to work it) it is furely the intereft of the 
proprietor (humanity out of the queftion) to' 
p refer ve it undiminifhed; and if it can be fup- 
ported without a recruit of foreign purehafe, 
(an inftance of which has not fallen within 
my experience, or that of any perfoa with 
■whom I am acquainted) it argues either pre¬ 
vention, care, or fome accidental properties of 
foil: and climate. 

. I think it bad policy to pufh the labours of 
v., , the 
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the negro to the utmoft, and I have never 
known thofe plantations profper, the matters 
of which have been bent upon immediate 
gain. . Even ftrength may be wrought down 
to weaknefs, the ftouteft cattle become difi* 
abled, and the bed land be lb much cultured 
as to make it poor; it is therefore better to 
forego a prefent, or accidental profit, (for if 
hurricanes continue, the additional ftrength 
of an hundred negroes would not encreafe the 
crop in any proportion to the expence) than 
to pul'll forward to an uncertainty, and a. blind 
dependance upon thofe feafolis which have 
for feme years paft fo woefully deceived. It 
muft be confefled that more manual exertion 
is necelfary upon fome properties than upon 
-others; for, whereyer an eftate requires a 
large portion of land, with a fmall proportion 
of ftrength, to be annually planted, the labour 
muft be greatly more than on that which with 
the lame nlimber of hands, does not require 
fid many acres to be fteadily put in. An eftate 
making two hundred hoglheads of fiugar, and 
preferving its capital, will be worth more ait 
the end of thirty years than one making three, 
that is obliged to depend upon frequent re¬ 
cruits. 
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emits. It is not the quantity of produce 
that is annually made, but the moderate rate 
at -which it is manfaftured, that among 
planters {lamps the independent and affluent 
man. 

Exclufive of the firft cofl of a (lave, the 
rlfk that is run in feafbning more than one 
out of two, is iufflcient one would think to 
difcourage a prudent man from the purchafe 
of ilaveshut as few planters, I am afraid, 
are confidered in this light, and as thofe in 
particular who refide in the country are ex¬ 
tremely fanguine in their purfuits, and will 
buy fo long as they have either money or 
credit to fupport their ideas; it is not a mat¬ 
ter of wonder that the Tales are lb frequent, ib 
advantageous to the merchant, but fo deft rue- 
tive in general to him who buys. 

I am lorry to he obliged to fay, when treat¬ 
ing of the fetal complaints of the negroes, 
that humanity is fometimes totally forgotten; 
and that thefe poor, difebled creatures, whofe 
colour and lituation fhould excite compaffion, 
are often left in the ftate of painful helplelT- 
nefs above defcribed, to linger out their days, 
unfeen, unpitied, unprovided. Some law 

fhould 
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fhoitld be made, and rigoroufly enforced to 
prevent this flagrant enormity; as well as to 
give protection and fupport to thofe who 
from age and infirmity are-no longer able to 
work, and who fhould not he left at this 
period of declining mortality to the caprice 
and infult of an overfeer. The fame pro- 
vifion fhould extend to the fickly and dis¬ 
abled in all periods and conditions of life, 
I rauft here likewife take notice of an abu.% 
as general as it is erroneous, and as inefficient 
as it is inhuman. When a negro becomes 
an invalid from age, accident, or any natural 
or acquired infirmity, he is put to thofe 
fituations of exertion and truft, which even 
the molt young and robuft, the moft healthy 
and confidential are not always equal to the 
execution of. He is fent into the mountains 
to watch provifions, to prevent the theft of 
plantation, or other negroes, and to repel the 
trefpafies of cattle, either there, or among the 
canes $ and as few of the pieces are enclafed, 
many planted with corn, and the cattle, men, 
and boys very rarely attentive, much is ex- 
pe&ed. from his vigilance, and more from 
thofe exertions, which, in £a&, from bodily 
C infirmity* 
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infirmity, he is not able to make; for how 
can he be expected to run, who it:; diffi¬ 
culty can barely walk ? The frequent con- 
iequeilce of his inability is a revenge upon 
the intruding cattle ; for as he cannot ftir to 
drive them away, he throws a ftone to knock 
out an eye, or a lance to pierce them to the 
heart. 

As many negroes of this description watch 
the pens, in which the cattle are nightly en- 
clofed, when manuring the land for future 
cultivation, much, too much I think, is ex¬ 
pected from their watchfulnefs, perfeverande, 
and care; nor’ are they fufficiently relieved 
or Supported in this painful and uncertain 
trull. If by chance, after having toiled all 
day long to make the pens fecure, and if af¬ 
ter his bodily exertions, he drop to fleep, or 
pinched by the. defcending dews, or chilly 
winds (which often blow with an intenfenefs 
that'would even rhake the moft hardy Euro¬ 
pean fhudder) be retire to his hut for 
warmth, of to prepare his food; and if, in 
this temporary abfeiice, nay, although he 
Should be intent upon his watch, a refrac¬ 
tory mule, or an obflinate fleer fhould break 
' , ' the 
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the enclofure, and only trample upon a 
young, or break a ripened, cane ; the poor 
wretch conceives his crime to be lb enor¬ 
mous, that if he cannot depend upon the 
juftice, or humanity of the overfeer (to 
which but few will make, appeal) he im- 
mediately abfconds, a trufty negro is dif- 
patched in fearch, he is brought home, and 
punifhed for a double crime; for that of 
negledt, and that of abfence; although the 
utmoft ftrength and circumfpedtion might 
not have been able to prevent the firft, If a 
centinel be only expe&ed to give a vigi¬ 
lant watch for two hours, without any pre¬ 
vious fatigue of body or mind ; why. Ihould 
a worn-out negro, unable in his perfon, 
and funk by toil, be expe&ed to be refpon-; 
fible for a watch of twelve ? I could here 
defcribe the poor negro with patient tremb¬ 
ling, and wiftiful thought, lament the want 
of raiment, food, and 3fb.elt.er: but , as his 
feelings are fuppofed to be different from 
ours; his body impaftivejto the, fame intruf 
(ions, and his mind not, afte<ftqd by. the fame 
cares; I (hall avoid apainting that might 
he thought more florid than juft; and.con- 
C 2 tent 
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tent- myfelf with tracing a reprefentation of 
his fufferings in my own mind. 

I (hall now take up the imported Have 
from hie ftrft introduction to labour, and 
mark his progress in health and ficknefs, un¬ 
der a mild, or cruel matter, and in a warm, or 
. chilly climate; for inconfiderable as is the 
extent of latitude between one part of the 
ifland of Jamaica and another; yet the fea- 
fons vary, almoft as much as between fpring 
and fummer, and autumn and winter in other 
regions. 

' Every man who purchafes a negro, fhould 
lay it down as a general pofition that he can¬ 
not bear the cold; his hut fhould therefore. 
bt ere&ed in a fituation, impervious to the 
breeze at night, and under a local protection 
firotn the norths at noon, at the fetting in of 
which (as they blow with uncommon keen- 
nefs) mofl Europeans who have been long 
fettled in the country, have annual vifitations 
of the fever ; and the chilly negroes, at¬ 
tacked by pleurifies, very fenfibly feel, and 
painfully fuffer* from 5 this alteration of the 
climate. 


There 
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There feem to be but two plans adopted 
for the feafbning of African negroes, and 
neither of which can I; from experience, 
approve. I only wifh to broach, not infift 
upon, my ideas; and I fhall chearfully be* 
flow my humble mite of thanks and grati¬ 
tude, to thofe who may fuccefsfully labour, 
and triumph at lafl in the caufe of humanity* 
A flave, fo far as his degraded fituation 
will allow, fhould be made eafy, confident, 
and independent. A property fhould be given 
to him, as foon as may be, in a houfe, in 
live flock, or a ground. Let time be given 
to him upon his arrival for pleafure, and 
encourage him to look forward without con¬ 
cern, to his future work. Let him be taught 
to build a hovel for himfelf; and for this 
purpofe let a man, who fpeaks his native 
language, afiifi: him in felling the wood ; let 
the cattle belonging to the eflate draw it 
home; and let him make * a pleafure, not a 
duty, of his building*. sLet : the faille indul¬ 
gence be allowed him, refpe^ling his ground, 
let him work it for himfelf; ; let.jt be par¬ 
ticularly guarded, and every intrufion upon 
it for the purpofe of theft, if difcovered, 

be 
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be feverely punifhed. If he be led Into idle- 
nefs, or neglect, or be taught to thieve by 
other negroes, (for example is contagious) 
let the feducer, and not the deluded, en¬ 
counter chaftifement, in which the intent 
and not trefpafs fhould be confidered ; for if 
a negro be not able to provide himfelf with 
food, and there be plenty, unappropriated, 
upon the plantation, (of which I have known 
fome, I may fay many inftances), it cannot 
be deemed criminal in him to take for felf- 
prefervation, what an inhuman overfeer 
might deny from humanity. 

A new negro fhould not be threatened with 
the whip, nor brought where punifhments 
are infli£ted : as many, are reduced,, from 
the; chances of war, from independency to 
fervitude, they will often feel their reverie 
of condition with refeutment; or will brood 
over in filence,. thofe miferies, which, as 
they cannot elude, they may treafure up in 
their minds to be matured by future events.* 


*. The defparadon of a negro is more frequently turned 
upon himfelf, than upon him by whom he has been made 
defperafe. 

Some 
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Some indeed will dare the terrors of* the 

boiling cauldron, fome attach themfelves 
to trees and doors, fome plunge into the 
rapid torrent, and fome will end their defpe- 
rate exigence with a knife,, The Eboe ne¬ 
groes are particularly addicted to filicide, and 
a very trifling anticipation of mifery. will 
make them rufh, almoft by families,'at once 
into eternity. Great tendernefs fhould 

therefore be ihewn to flaves of tills defcrip- 
tion;—they Ihould be bought young ; and- 
in the choice of women, from whatever 
country they might come, I would feledt 
thofe (although they be not thought to be 
the ir.oft valuable) who feem to be in a fair 
way to become mothers. The immediate 
indulgence which that fituation requires, 

and the time allowed after the period of de¬ 
livery will be the means of preparing them 
by degrees to their expected labour; they 
will inflantly make acquaintances, or form 
conne&ions with. thofe who have been be¬ 
fore purchafed from their own country, and 
it will reconcile them by a gentle prbgrefs 
to the diicipline, manners, and climate: but 
the principal advantage to the matter will be 

the 
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the pledge newly given to his property c£ 
the attachment of the parent to that ipot 
upon which her chili is bom. I think that 
negroes in general are tender of their chil¬ 
dren, particularly of thofe who are in a 
Hate of helplelTnefs; ^ind if they were en¬ 
couraged as nuries, lam apt to believe that 
io many would not be loH within fo fhort a 
period as nine days after their birth. I am 
aware that there are many planters who do 
not wilh their women to breed, * as there¬ 
by 


* A negro woman lias very little encouragement in gene¬ 
ral, if ihe become the mother, to be the fupport of a nume¬ 
rous offspring, and yet it is aftonifhing to fee, how large a 
family (he will raife upon a plantation without any expence to 
the matter, or feeming dittrefs to herfelf. It is natural, it may 
be faid, for a parent to provide for its progeny; hut nature 
does not always furniih fubfiftence, efpecially in latitudes 
where the Concuffions of the elements will not only render 
abortive induflry, but wealth. The proprietor who wiflies to 
encourage population, ihould affift with tecdernefs thofe means 
Which from frequent demands begin to fail, fliould indulge 
the mother with time appointed to the number of her claims, 
and fhould allow, not only leifurc to herfelf, but attendants 
to her children; for the more moderate the work of a young 
and healthy negro is, the longer will it endure, and the more 
likely Will ihe be to continue to raife fupplies for the planta¬ 
tion. To the abfolute liberation of a {lave whofhall have 

broughs 
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by fd much work is loft in their attendance 
upon their infants : but a man who looks 
forward ihould coniider that there young 
ftioots, when become faplings, will be £t 
for a variety of uies, and when grown up 
will-be the future fupports of the plantation. 
Thofe properties that do not rahe, rnuir be 
obliged to purchafe ftrength : and to thole 
of this way of thinking I can only oppoie 
my opinion, while they are left the free in¬ 
dulgence of theirs. I fhould imagine that 
there are few planters who would not re¬ 
joice at the light of a long lift of negro 
children, as it muft reflect Tome credit upon 
their humanity, that of the overfeer, and 
upon the value of their negroes; for I havo 
always oblerved thole to be the moil iteady, 
the moft quiet, the moil obedient, and 
their labour the moft to be depended upon. 


brought up a given number of children, upon. an eilfte, I malt 
for the fake of humanity ob]e& j for when ihe foali become 
unable to work for her family, £Ue will be unable to work for 
herfelf, and therefore will lfoad in need of double fupporr. 
{She may be made isdependact as to labour, but fooa'.i be al¬ 
ways dependant upon her mailer for prelection and food. 

who 


D 
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who had thefe tender and pkafing ties ft* 
bind them to the property.* ' 

A planter who willies to look forward to 
future independency, fhould not be too lan- 
guine in his purchaies* under the idea of 
pufhing his property to decreafe his debt: he 
fhould conftder, that, for what he buys, not- 
withftanding the temptations of a long credit, 
he muft be at l'aft obliged to pay; he ftiould 
Conftder beftdes that intereft is a perpetual 
fnotion, and that even with the bed: pro- 
fpedte, hurricanes may fweep away, the biaft 
deftroy, or drought burn up his canes. Ex¬ 
pence is certain, but the fruits of that ex- 
pence- precarious: and I rather think that 
dilate will ’be the fooneft clear of debt (for 
Lconfider almoft all in the Weft-Indies to be 
HB, particularly fince the late calamitous viii- 
f at ions of heaven) which proceeds with a 
mild and fteady operation of its ftrength and 
means, the proprietor of which is more 

* I am of opinion that the average or negro children raifed 
upon a plantation will be worth more feven years after their 
birth, than the fame number of African flares feven years af¬ 
ter their purchale. A creole of twelve years old I confider of 
more value to the plantation upon which he is born, than the 
- ptck of two out of a fhip would*ultim2tely turn out to be. 

anxious 
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anxious to do juftice to his creditors by an 
annual although a flow decreafe of his en* 
cumbrance, than by augumenting his loan 
under the idea of puShing his crops, and of 
thereby weakening thole powers, which at 
the laft mult fail. 

The twc methods generally adopted for 
the feafoning of negroes (and both of which 
I have repeatedly tried, and in both of 
which I have failed) are the followingeither 
to quarter them upon old ones, under whom 
they are to learn to make a ground; or to 
have one ready planted, full of provisions, 
and apportioned to them upon their arrival; 
of both thefe plans I highly difapprove, and 
for the enfuing reafons. If a new negro at¬ 
tend an old one to the mountain, (as it is the 
undeviating principle of the colour not to do 
that for themfelves which others will do for 
them) it is ten to one but he make the 
Stranger do the drudgery, while he claims, 
in consideration of the ufe of his hut, and the 
pitiful Subsistence he may give him, the un¬ 
diluted pofiefiion of all the produce—nay 
more, he will make him his Have upon all 
occasions, and if he exprefs by fullennefs the 
D z leaft 
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jeaft dilmclinafcion to do that which he is 
imperioufly ordered to perform, threats at 
lead:, if not a blow, will be the immediate 
confequence. If he complain to the Gverfeer , 
he may not be inclined to liften, the con* 
fequence will be a difcouragement to future 
applications, and a mere dependent fituation 
tinder the tyrant than he experienced before. 
In fliort fo loon as he begins to be handy, to 
underftand a few words of the language, and 
has learned to pleafe the culinary tafte of his 
matter* he is kept awake for this purpofe, 
fent upon mettages, and goes through the 
meaneft fervice of dependency: fo that in fa£t 
the new negro has not only his overfeer to 
obey, but his tyrant to pleafe; and under 
this double humiliation this part of flavery at 
leatt may be eafily conceived. The other 
mode of feafoning is to give them grounds, 
and work them all together in one gang oil 
Sunday to clean or plant it; and as this is 
done under the eye of a driver, it is only ac¬ 
cumulating the feventh day of labour, inftead 
of giving the one of reft. As negroes of every 
other defeription have this day to themfclves 
all the year rouud, and out of crop every other 

Saturday, 
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Saturday, one would naturally think, from poll-* 
cy, as well as humanity, thrt the new negroes 
ought to be more than entitled-to this indul¬ 
gence. It muft furely be attended with mor¬ 
tification to them to behold their fellow- 
labourers in the fame plantations ranging over 
the face of the mountains to chufe a ipot for 
prelent cultivation, or to abandon that at 
pleafure, to feleCt another that his inclination 
may prefer; while they are obliged to work 
under the hoe, and feel not that day of in¬ 
dependency which the others enjoy. But 
this is not all—a portion of ground with bear¬ 
ing provifions is given to them, from which, 
they are expected to fubfift, before they are 
become fufficiently acquainted with its na^ 
ture to afcertain either its ufe or value: 
The confequence is, in the end, defeated; 
what si ready for the pot they indifcriminate- 
ly gather; and heedlefs of the morrow, con- 
fume, or defroy in one day, what was ex¬ 
pected, with labour and forefight, to laft a 
year; and lo foon as they fhall have gleaned' 
it to the laft hunch of plantains, or the ulti¬ 
mate root, (which it would be a miracle if 
die thieves have fpared) they then negleCt its 

further 
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further cultivation, and threw themfelves 
Jb&ek upon the indulgence of the matter, who 
refers them to the overfeer, and the overfeer 
perhaps to punilbrnent, There is no doubt 
that many negroes, even upon properties that 
are abundant in proviiions, abfolutely die, 
or contract incurable complaints from a want 
of food; and here it is in vain for the dodlor 
to preferibe; for his.fkill cannot, although 
his remonftrances might, if attended to, have 
helped,to avert the horrors of want. lam 
forry to obferve, that much reform is want¬ 
ing, where one fhould hope that fellow-feel¬ 
ing would rather anticipate, than wait for the 
flow progrefs of thofe complaints, which can¬ 
not fail to bring the unhappy fufFerer to an 
early grave. It is melancholy to fee the 
mure than brutal infenttbility with which the 
patient negroes are often times in ficknefs 
treated—it is more inexeufable, as their 
fllence and refignation under, and the forti¬ 
tude with which they bear the molt excru¬ 
ciating bodily fufFerings, and profeffional pain, 
would pafs among divines for a chriflian 
obedience to what .they feel; and among 
a^alots entitle them to the appellation of 

martyrs 
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martyrs in defpair. The truth is, the poor 
negroes are feldom confidered as human 
creatures, and are confequently as rarely 
treated as fuch. 

The plan I would humbly fubmit for the 
feafoning of new negroes is effentially dif¬ 
ferent from thofe defcribed. I would hrft of 
all prepare them for the climate, give'them 
time to recover the fatigues of the voyage; 
have them carefully examined by the doc* 
tor, left for fome time to his dire&ion, 
aiid worked under his orders ; indeed I could 
with that the practice had more controlling 
power Over the hofpital, nurfes, and diet 
of the lick negroes in general than they now 
have; for where an overfeer has the vanity 
to think that he can fupply the place of the 
do&or; the two provinces muft naturally 
clalh, and the poor negro will become the 
facrifice of his temerity. 

I now fuppofe a cargo of African (laves to 
be arrived upon a property; I would there¬ 
fore have, in the firft place a general dor¬ 
mitory prepared for their reception; it (hould 
be large, and commodious; but not expofed 
to the air, for negroes of all deferiptions 

diflike 
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diflike the cold; nay they will frequently 
jleep lb near the fire, as to have their cloaths 
burnt^ without perceiving it. Proper peo¬ 
ple Ihould be provided to walh their cloaths * 
and drds their food. They Ihould be fed, 
for the firft twelve months at leaft, under the 
eye of the overfeer 5 they Ihould be worked 
in fuch a manner as to make their employ¬ 
ment rather a pleafure than a toil; they 
ihould be generally engaged, (but hot on 
Sundays, for that day ihould be always their 
own) • in planting,' cleaning and gathering 
provifions; they ihould be early taught to 
have fome pride in, and idea of indepen¬ 
dency, that they may look forward to their 
own houfe, their own ground, and in time, 
their own family. They may now and then 
be drawn off to do flight jobs upon the 
eftate; this will make them handy, and. 
tempt them to form connexions there ; and 
fo often as this fliall happen, the idea ihould 
be encouraged; as a negro thus willingly 
domefticated, will probably be of more du¬ 
rable fervice than two or three removed to it 
at once from the (hip. It feems to me in- 
diipenfably necefiarv, that the negroes of their 
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own conn try. fhould attend their , wants,- and 
that .one of r : the fame defcription ihould 
fuperintend their. ^ work. The-whip fhould 
be difrpijTed.; and. fpgar and water given 
to them, when they become, weary, or 
the: fun,is intenfelyjaot. They .ought not to 
be. Tent out too .loop in tjhe morning, nor 
continue too Jate, ip. f trhe evening, particularly 
in tlie rainy feafons ,3 when I think that. all, 
without; exception, .(more efpecially-. thofe 
who. are nutfes) fliould be much indulged. 
They, may be. employed in the work already 
mentioned, or in chopping paftures, cleans¬ 
ing young caries, dropping dung, or attending 
the tradefmen; and tbefe I wquld recom« 
mend to be their foie employment, for. at leafjb 
one year, and altogether in one gapg; and 
during which period, I would not fuffer them 
upon any account to go into a, cane piece 
after the trafh begins to fail, as it is. very apt 
to . excoriate the Ikin, and leave ulcers be¬ 
hind-, that are not eafily cured by time and 
application. So foon as they fhall ,know.how to 
open and cultivate a ground., and theoverfeer 
fnall be. allured that .they are capable, and 
willing to make it their future dependence, 
E he 
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lie ihould fupply them with materials, and 
lend them affiftance to build a houfe; ihould 
encourage them to become domeftic, and 
fhould by degrees initiate them into the la¬ 
bours of the field; but I ihould not fatter 
them to be put into the big gang, until their 
growth {hall be confirmed; and unlefs they 
have fufficient bodily jftrength to make their 
way good with the ethers. As for thole, 
yvho are intended for a trade, their labour 
-.is proportionably eafy; but I would, inde¬ 
pendently of their work, recommend the 
fame treatment in every other refpedt, with 
thole intended for the field; and even the 
houfe negroes Ihould be eitablilhed in their 
own boufes, and grounds. 

I think that negroes in general are a 
healthy fet of people ; and if they were more 
indulged than they are in fickneis, their 
work more apportioned to their ftren'gth, 
their food certain, and their cloathing warm, 
that they would feldom trouble the hofpitals 
with their company, or the overfeer with 
complaints. If a good negro ihould not, 
by fome accident, turn out ib foon one. 
morning as the others do, or wifh from flight 

indifpofition 
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jadifpDiition to .lay up a few hours, or, take 
perhaps a whole day ; I think that, in con¬ 
sideration of his regularity in general, it 
ihould be overlooked. It is an eaiy matter 
to difcriminate between thofe who are de¬ 
ferring, and thofe who with to make an 
excufe for idlenefs i and perhaps it might be 
better to pafs over a fault in the iirft, than 
admit of the lead; excufe (except in ficknefs) 
in the laid. Many negroes are obliged to 
refume the hoe, when with proper indul¬ 
gences they fhould leek their beds; and if 
their feelings were to be more generally cre¬ 
dited, wind more forbearance fhewn upon 
particular occalions, there would not be fo 
many really lick, and by no means fo many 
fkulkers j for when thefe poor creatures are 
made to turn out, when complaining, before 
it is morning ; and, after the fatigues of the 
day, are employed amidft the dews of night, 
or obliged at any time to work in the rain; 
the. confequence will be a full hofpital the 
enfuing morning. It is furely better to obtain 
a proportionate quantity of labour from many 
hands, than to expedt the fame work to 
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finefs will pfbceed With regularity, and pro* 
mife a continuance; in the fecond it will 
be overftrained; and like the bow that is too 
much bent, will’-break at laft. 

' Negro children, as well thole who are 
creoles* as thdfe who are purchased, lhould 
be lodged together, and under the particular 
notice of the overfeer; they lhould have 
proper wbthCn to attend them day and night; 
they lhould be made to move about, that 
they may have the ufe of their limbs, and 
kept in health* under the eye of a prudent 
old Woman, whole foie bulinefs it lhould 
be, to make them hand-weed palhires, or to 
employ thetai in fome light work in which 
they may "take delight, and which a gang 
of children*'if it be at all numerous, will 
do to the full,' as well as fealbned negroes. 
They lhould not be made to depend upon 
their mothers for food ; but lhould be daily 
fupplied from the overfeer’s houfe; and he 
lhould direct them to be fed three times a 
day, either under his own eye, or that of a 
book-keeper. They lhould not turn out 
tdo early in the morning, nor be fuffered to 
move but of their huts after dark: and to 

fpeak 



{peak my fentiments, I do not know any 
quality 16 good in a manager as that ci't&« 
rng-efpecial care of the negro children. 

It is obferved, that negroes are not grate- 
fill: that thole who ha**e been the moft in¬ 
dulged, are generally thole who will be the 
firif delinquent. It has been faid, that thole 
who have - been kept under a Heady dilci- 
pline, have been leldom known to commit 
enormities, whereas thole who have been 
treated with peculiar kindnefs have made 
wanton attacks upon the life of the mailer, 
and been the firfi perhaps to excite rebel¬ 
lion : fuppole that all this be even granted, 
(which however in many inftances I can 
perfonallv deny,) yet llill the feelings of the 
Have mull be confulted, and general rigour 
fhould not be purfued in coaleqoence of 
private treachery. If neeefiity can plead an 
excufe with the European tettkr, or the 
planter for the abufe of power, and recon¬ 
cile the tyrant to the caprice of punifhment, 
—the fufferer Ihould not therefore meet 
with opprefiion when padent, nor cruelty 
when religr.rd—the lituation of matter and 
flavefhouldbehumanch coniidered; and as the 
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find owes his bread to the latter, it is.his 
duty from principle, as I fhould hope it 
would be from inclination, to protect him 
from cruelty, and preferve him from want. 

The function of a good negro under a 
kind owner or a benevolent overfeer is not 
to be pitied, indeed it is very luperior in 
many refpects, (the idea of mdiicri minute 
punhhment excepted) to thofe of the gene¬ 
rality of labouring poor in England—the 
firfl indeed are haves to their mailers—the 
lail to their wants. Under the fabjeclion of 
fuch as 1 have abovementioued, even the 
condition of a worthlefs one is by no means 
ib deplorable as the humanity of Europeans 
leeriis to fufpefl ; nor are their punifhments 
fuch as to itrike with horror, when we re- 
hedl upon w r hat people of our own colour 
and language, our own religion and feelings, 
lb often fuffer in the perfons of foldiers and 
Under capricious and inhuman 
' managers, 

- am far from prefuming to throw the moft difranc re- 

- Seftion *opon that difeipiine which is neceiTary to be obferTed 
fa <ftir fleets and armies ; as amoRgthe liberal and enlightened, 

~ ■ Wbo are «n honour to thefe profefTiaas, as much humanity 1 is 
found as among any cla£h of people exiting; and if^puniSi- 

meat 



( 39 ) 

managers, who in the tyrant fink the mart,' 
their fltuation is, *n fome refpecls, too. la¬ 
mentable to be v Tcribed ; for as they are 
determined not to be pleafed, they will not 
give their negroes a good word, grant them 
any indulgence, or look upon them as hu¬ 
man creatures endued with feeling, or fub- 
to the laws of humanity ; but thet' will 
on the contrary inflict heavy punifhments 
fbr the flighted omiffions, be conftantly 
upon the watch to detedt petty errors, and 
delcend to fuch inftances of low and malig¬ 
nant revenge as would fhock the greateil 
favage that ever enjoyed the light of hu¬ 
man blood. To wretches of this description, 
whole cruelty rifes in proportion to the weak- 
nels of the obje&, no excufe fhould be made, 
no protection given ; they fhoidd be deprived 

ment follow delinquency, it is only under the idea of eradi¬ 
cating a bad example for the fubftitution of one that is good: 
t)Ut when corporal feverity exceeds the crime, the end of 
puriiflimeDt is thereby perverted, and that becomes criminal 
h'hicb berore was juft. It is the wanton abufe of power in the 
V/eft Indies that alarms, and net the feverity of infliilion, al¬ 
though in lome particular and private cafe' it may* and I 
doubt mu has, been carried to excels ; it . is for this reafoa, 
that I think punifhmeats in our colonies lbould be puUkkly 
inflicted, and attended with fome kind of folemcitv. 


of 



of, the. powers of punifhment., hooted through 
£he world as dilhoiiourers of nature ; fhould 
hud ,>ao companion but 0yame, mo rdf but 
in .death; and this completion of hurnar} 
punidiuient ftiouid be as painful, as ignorua,-* 
jnious. f , 

, The difei piine or thefe /degraded mortals 
ihppl.d be heady, mot. fevere, ( nor ihould 
they proceed from malice, or reientixieqt $ 
un.d, thq overleers Ihould. be particularly care* 
fuf.not to indulge theinibives in liquor ; and 
jOhpuld likywife rdleci, that as the poor ner 
gro depends entirely upon their mercy, that 
in ; this cafe forgiveness becomes a victory* 
They fhonld not be chadded in fuch a man¬ 
ner as to lay them up, for the end of puruilm 
inept is defeated by a iofs of labourand a 
Jong remiffion from employment may beget 
indolence, that indolence may fofter other 
crimes, and thole occalion feveikies which 
top often tranfeend the bounds of joffice and 
humanity. When a negro becomes fami¬ 
liarized to the wliip, he no longer holds it in 
terror * • for 1 have generally obferved, that 

: iV,ybferyaiion may b? app%d la. aU;$^om» Hud -pet*. 
riwU, and all poodicioas cf life. • , . < o o 
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•it does not correct, but multiply faults; that 
st often makes one who was good become 
bad ; and that inftead of fucccedlng as an 
example, it has a contrary effect, and will 
ultimately drive the idle to villainy, and the 
feeling to defpain 

I would propofc that no (lave ihould receive 
more than the legal fuffe ranee of nine and 
thirty lafhes, (if the whip be thought indif- 
pcnfably neceflary, but I would recommend 
fhe fubftitution of lome other punifhment*) 
uulcls it be in the prefence of the doctor, 

(who 

* I am forty to obferve, rbr.r punifkments in Jamica are often 
infli&ed upon the bodies of the negroes without diferetion, and 
very frequently rather to gratify revenge than for the fake of ex¬ 
ample. An ov'erfeer who is adJifted to drink, will not make any 
(hferimmaiion in the abfence of reafon between the generally 
laborious, and accidentally idle ; and there are drivers upon fome 
plantations, who will fleep over the work of the negroes Cora* 
mined :o their charge, when the white people are abfent, but 
who will isle the whip without necdRty lb foon as one (hall ap_ 
px’ar in light. J am willing to believe that it is fomeumes 
meant as a warning: bur why make a mocking of puunhment, 
or (offer that to be coniidcrcd as fport to an able rtego, that 
intimidates, and conlccjuentlv becomes pain to thofe who fins 
fiek and weakly ? I am convinced that cuftom and bad example 
have a fatal influence upon the coududh of the generality of 
ivhite people in Jamica, many of whom imagine that the ap- 
peararse ci discipline is a fpur to labour, and that negroes will 
£ not 
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(who.fhQuld.be made refponfible for the ex- 
cehes of infliction,) and even then the extent 
of feverity fhould be directed by an attending 
magiflrate. Upon many negroes fliame will 
operate more powerfully than the lath; and 
I do not fee any reafon why they Ihould be 
mortified when they demand our pity; on 
the contrary—they fhould be encouraged to 
take fome pride in integrity, and know how 
to value a confidence when repofed in them: 
that numbers are radically honeft, and wor¬ 
thy of truft, I have the experience of near thir¬ 
teen years to corroborate; and this pofition 


not work unlefs roufed by the found of the whip : how very 
neceftary is it then, that people of this defcn'ption, and with 
fuch ideas fhould be fhortened in authority, and that the re- 
fpouubility of a plantation ffiould be entrutted only to thofe 
who have confifteocy of condufi: whofe education will give a 
ptide to feeling, enforce humanity by example, and thereby 
irtake the intereft of their employer the line and rule cf all 
their aftions? That there are fome of the firft defeription, who E 
in fpite of the want of education, are fenfible, induftriuus, and 
honett, I do not fcruple to allow ; and that I am acquainted 
with feveral of the latt whom fufpicion may truft, and in whom 
confidence repofe, I have a pleafure to confcfs; and I mutt: 
consequently obferve that encouragement fhould follow merit 
without the illiberal diferiminations of name or climate : for if 
a planter be Well ferved, it is of little confequence whether that 
fetvioe.be rendered by one who was born on. the Southern, or 
Northern fide of the rive*. Tweed. ... 

I am 
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I am convinced that many people who are 
acquainted with the Wert Indies will fup- 
port; and I am moreover apt to believe, that 
thev would not labour under that general 
rtigma of difhonefty they now do, were they 
better inftrudled, or were they even taught 
the difference between a good and an evil 
action,, and had better examples before their 
eyes, from which they might copy the ideas, 
and perfedt the practice of moral rectitude. 

I Ihall now fuppofe that the African, are 
affimilated as it were, from time, connec¬ 
tions, and habitudes of curtom, with the 
Creole negroes; I fhall therefore, for the bet¬ 
ter elucidation cf my fubjedt, defcribe their 
general and fpecihc labours upon a planta¬ 
tion, beginning with their hours of toil, and 
interventions of reft, and defcend to their 
common recreations, and domeftic ceconomy ; 
by which means you will be enabled to form 
feme juft ideas of the real fituation of a 
flave; and will in confequence, I hope, be¬ 
lieve, that it is by no means fo dreadful as 
thofe, deluded, I fear by a miftaken, .al¬ 
though a laudable motive of humanity, may 
be led to believe: I ihall afterwards give my 
opinion, (which I fubmit with deference and 
F % humility) 
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humility) how their conditions may with a! 
proportional benefit accruing to the mafter, 
be greatly meliorated, without any local ex¬ 
ertion, of mental buffering,, 

When negroes become mates of their 
Work as rriuch may be done by (light as la¬ 
bour; ; and a conftaot habitude makes that 
familiar, which co a looker on would be con- 
fidered as ahardfhip under which both fpirits 
and ftrength mud boon fuceumb. They ge-. 
iiOrally turn out to work at fix o’clock in the 
morning, and continue unremittingly em¬ 
ployed until the time of breakfafb which is 
generally between the hours of nine and ten. 
For this meal they are allowed half an homy 
but th ree quarters or more is the general aver¬ 
age. They then continue upon the hoe, till 
dinner time, that is, until twelve, or one 
o’clock; and perhaps the medium: of thebe 
hours is the general time:of. vacancy all. over 
the Ifiand. Althougfvfiiisbe called the time 
of refe&ion, and is with the over leer and the 
white people upon thcv r pIantadcfn that;ipc.nod 
of the day which is 1st abide for this parti¬ 
cular purpofe ; yet in this interval flic negroes’ 
feldom make a meal, but are rather inclined to 
indulge their leifure in convocation with their' 

fellows. 
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id lows, or to loiter away the time m. ufelefs 
inactivity until! the xhell *- prepares them for 
a renovation of toil. They are allowed cfbi* 
a nominal dinner one .hour and a .half,, but 
it generally arrives at, or exceeds two, be-, 
fore they all aflemble; and if tire fipot. upon 
which their labour be called, be at apy-diA 
tance from their houfes, the time is propor¬ 
tionally elonged, They leldom continue in 
the field, out of crop, after fun-fet, which is 
never later than leven, fo that from this 
hour until fix the enfuing morning they.may 
call, their time their own; a part of-which 
they eonfume in broken iloep, the reft .in 
fupper and a preparation for breakfaft at the- 
matin fummons ; fo that the negroes can abso¬ 
lutely command between thirteen and four¬ 
teen hours a day, out of crop, befides the 
accidental vacancies during the rainy fca- 
Ibns, without mental care or bodily exertion; 
and where is the labourer in England who 
can refign himfelf to reft, and be Toothed by 
thefe reflexions* 

* Upon fome eftates the negroes are fummoned to work, or * 
to a relaxation from toil, by the blowing of a (hell, and u'pen 
fofne‘bj? the ringing of a bcll< 

An 
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,^Jlb> iEuropeaii. burns' / at the very idea of 
hpmannnature toiling: in the 1 fervid regions 
of i the ^-nrid zone, without confidering that 
evefy ,climate > has its i inhabitant, and that 
Ipfbiabiitssi j ltwcali eu^oms and labours to 
eQfhl&u ^i5Aa!Afiacan»;wo\a:M- fliudder at the 
anticipation, ofbeingexpofed to rains that 
fnsjegg^ and colds that numb; and the effects 
<^fulfeifeft 3(ad ? verting to climates) are more 
fudden, and moie fatal in point of fenfa- 
tkyi than:ithofe of heat: as animal warmth 
pr#ferveA;the fyftem in life and health; fo 
dothoja, languor or . fatal fuppredion of this 
principle / givorife to ficknefs, or coniign to 4 
^b^ih I « ' ; i-.-- —<• - 

|n crop time the; labour of the negroes is? 
more constant* I will not fay that‘it is 
rnoretlevere. .The iituation of the tiers for* 
thofe .whoj collet and bind up the canes for * 
capiage):i$;that which I have been the- raoft 
o%n a kd; to eompaffionate; for as < they £r&" 
too .weak for the labours of the big gang, 
one,jvsfonld of; courfe imagine that thOy were, 
entitledto fbme indulgence—oil 

'in. t& field , 

sv;-i-iw=' from • 
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from morning to night * without the privilege 
pf retiring .from f tijeir work, or enjopmg 
that interval ’ofireft from the ardours of 1 the 
mid-day,fuuy ; which; other negroes expect in¬ 
variably to? enjoy. . To' oppress- the.- weak with 
toil ^impolitic and inhuman.’;' but as labour 
in the Weft Indies is mot always -apportioned 
toI ftrength* itcan:*Qt be wondered at* if exer¬ 
tions without power, and weakness without 
indulgence* fo frequently fail. 7 : ii b , / 

-To enter into a detail of theeontinued-la-* 
hour of; a! negro would be, as: tedious as> to 
trace the,exertions of a hedge-man from mom*4 
ing to. might; the fir ft works .with vacancy, 
the laft with thought. So foon is the day" 
ihall clofe, the one has not, ahy thing to 1 do 
hut m prepare for fuppeiy and for i-eftv An 
pnftfiioii of his labour is not attended With a 
lofs, of bread to himfelf, his wife, and*chlkM 
drep; a fit of ficknefs is not followed*,bye aft 
expence, 1 which, the labour ofTeven: da^s ?, M ; 

; V - ;U- i-0. 

*• Of. thkl hatre feeu many inftances;; hay^ I couTd nif^tidi 
fopie |»jro^ert;^,»ip9^ yyhic.h ? the ; popr negrq^ 
in cutting caches during the hours of common vacancy ^Lnopp.*, 
and~$fiti hitt town niorebver '^biigccT to iahour oiia Sunday. 
A prsdice as indenccat as inhuman! 

the 
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the' week will not difeharge; he is not de¬ 
prived* of flcep by the anticipation of want* 
nor alarmed in his dreams by the ideal fum* 
moss of an attorney, nor doss he dread 
that utmoft reach pf meannefs and opprefc 
lion, that, m plus ultra of vindictive joflibe,- 
that confines misfortune to the horrors of i 
jail, and finks the iufferer, his family, and 
hopes* to irremediable mifery, and eternal 
detain Let the unfading, who inhumanly 
triEb with the wretchednefs of others^ but 
forioufly refieCt how foon difappomtmerit may 
arreffc thdf means, and juftice vindicate the 
paufoof innocence: of how little avail is 
that wealth that is accumulated by extortion, 
and how fuddenly inflated pride, and Un¬ 
merited elevation will fink into filence, and 
be buried with contempt! Let the wretch 
who fattens upon the means of others, but 
confide? that rapacity is amenable to juflice f 
and that he who cannot live with honour* 
fhould fink with fhame. The accidental 
fhidkio&of fortune is often found to be an 
igm futim $hat leads the bewiideredimagi** 
nation through pleafant woods and flowery 
meads, that it may not be confcious of dp** 

flru&ion, 
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ftru&ion ? until it be plunged into the eter-, 
nal abyfs—the abyfs that humbles pride, the 
retreat that flrengthens fuffering. 

A-flavc, from his muation commands pro¬ 
tection ; and before he can fink his mailer 
mull fall: nay, he is by law confidered as a 
fixture, as a vegetable upon the foil, which; 
the hand of power cannot eradicate, ^and 
which mud-either fk>urifh, ; or wither upon 
the fpot. The neceflitous labourer in Eng*, 
land meets with no companion for inability, 
no indulgence from age, no feeling from 
defpair:,he mufl pay, or iiarve: eaddf he 
die infolvertt his friends are not adored that 
he will find a chriflian burial. . ; 

The pride of freedom may here learn a 
leffon ft'om the (lave. I know not any fixa¬ 
tion, that ought to degrade human feeling* 
I will., not: acknowledge any religion that 
will fpurn at natural goodnefs; nor will I. 
give more credit upon the fcore ofmental 
re&itudeto the proud in fcience*than the 
humble r in ignorance. As I wifh tn viiidi* ; 
cater htnianity, %1 will defend, rifcbo* 
and iappfaud where I 

creatures, ; who labouring under ; ( ppprefhoi^ 

. G are 
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are entitled to mercy, and as iiiftruments 
of wealth deferve our gratitude. 

The fellow feeling of negroes is either 
certainly, or apparently ftrong. They will 
attend in ficknefs with patience, will watch 
the, progrefs of difeafe with concern, and feel 
a real, and exprefs an hdheft grief at an un¬ 
expected diflolution: they will fympathife 
with for row, and pay refpeCtful honour tp 
the dead.' ' 

/ Where is the man in ten thoufand who 
can fay, that lie can lay hlmfelf down to; red: 
with ,a healthy body, and unruffled mind ; 
or awake without the dread of fome anti¬ 
cipated^ and over hanging afhi&ion ? Th’efe 
comforts are'left to thofe whom humanity 
pities, and whofe fituation religion con¬ 
demns. As negroes are not acquainted with 
the horrors of anticipation, they ate relieved 
from one of, the greateft curfes that human 
nature can experience ; if punifhment Come, 
it is fuddcn. at lead:, and unexpected; and- 
th^dra|iPspi6n of forrPw WbarS ■ away' with' 
tp.at of the Taflv fh aif countries hegfeCTand; 
cripiesi ajce folio wed 1 by * pulsiSfrifesiit in 
. European goVernmeht^' (fo fatignihe their; 
;< ' local 
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local policy,) a white man would be hanged 
for thofe offences, which negroes.perpetrate 
every day without a chaftifement, or fuch 
perhaps as is only infliffed for the mdff 
petty crimes. I do not mean to juffify the 
pra&ice, but afcertain the fad. 

I /hall now ffiggeff my ideas refpe&ing 
the means that I think may be.feaffblyadop¬ 
ted for the pevfohal prote&ion of negroes 
from -infult, and for the alleviation of thek 
general fufferings, the plans that may with 
time and perfeverance oe reduced to practice, 
to prevent. the inflifuon of wanton and erUel 
punifhment, ;2nd that may tend to the eafe 
and comfort at lead:* if not contentment of 
their future fituations; I muff beg leave to 
bbferve* that a life of idlenefs, and general 
independency will entirely defeat the In¬ 
tended purpofe. That people of all condi¬ 
tions (hould be employed, can hardly be 
denied* The occupations of men in genera!- 
(excepting perhaps in fome arbitrary in. 
■fiances) are chofen, or left for others more 
congenial to their ffrength, and difpofitipn; 
- and: the, fucpfs ©f their labour in a great 
meafu,re ; r dependa upon, or is correfpondent 
‘ O a. ' to, 
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to, their conftkufcional fpirit.% or bodily c X* 
ertions: in: thole of a negro, his mind is 
vacant; and if he be healthy and vigorous, 
his labour is rather an employment than 
a. tqil. I think however, where lie has 
any predilection for a trade, or other ufeful 
employment, that it is better policy to in¬ 
dulge than reftrain his inclination* There 
arq but few men- I fhould fuppole, who 
could be fo very weak as to believe, that the 
climate in which he is born, in which 
brought up, and to which from nature, and 
ufe habituated, can be at all repugnant to 
his flate and feelings. His condition is im- 
ptefled upon his birth, it accompanies him 
through the different ftages of life, and,only 
ends when life fhall be no- more. ■, He could 
as foon exchange his ikin as alter his fitu- 
ation ? . ; ' 4 he;- i$ t _. acGU^omedi; to what he feels, 
and, the leafl. mnoyatioiv be ; it . even an ih- 
trquuCtiqn - to . freedom,; would not v compen- 
fate, his. .removal->from his • .native foil 5 , his 
d|pendance, .upon ’ .£utu re, events, and ■■■ the 
abdica^pn;pf general protection,, -and- certain 
food. : Negroes are very fenlibly; attached .to 
• propertiesthey-, reverence .a maker who 
*; claims 
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claims from inheritance; and frequently de~ 
fpond when (removed to other hands) they 
become the chattels of unwilling polfeffion. 
In Ruflia and Poland a vaflal is purehafed 
with the foil; and although this traffic bfe 
licenfed in Europe, and over a tra£t of land* 
compared to which our wedern iilahds 
would be a dot; yet the pra&ice * is hardly 
mentioned in a light to affect, or mtereft 
humanity. " f ' 

If negroes be not kept in condant motion* 
they cannot - othetwife . fill up -an hour of 
vacation, or the periods of . indulgence by 
any mechanical. Or indudrious avocation of 
p refent or future avail to themfelves and 
families; on the contrary,'whether-it be 
from a conftitutional lethargy, or from, a 
vacuity of ideas, they no foouer ceafe to 
move, than they ceafe to think ; arid four out 
of five would remain in a continual torpor ; 
unlefs they were roufed by the: provocatives 
of third or hunger. Notwithdanding this 
difpofition of'natural indolence, their work 
fhould be regular, and never drained; and 
I am convinced that it will be better done, 
although perhaps not quite fo (oou, if they 

were 
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Were not appreheiittve of impending pu* 
hifhrnent. 

- Ae 'fo great a portion of labour is loll 
during 1 the rainy feafons, it is a diigrace to 
Iheforefight* and refources of the country, 
that fome domelHo manufa£lures are .not 
liitrciduced, in which the negroes might be 
employed -in thefe intervals of ddlenefsy 
as well for their own comfort and emolu¬ 
ment as the'benefit of their matter and 
the refources which I couM recapitulate would 
fee without end:- -but then the policy of 
Burope* • (whether fubftantial or erroneous) 
^hrows-a -'damp -at -dnce upon this fuggeftiony 
and makes that : nugatory whieh might 
he "efficient. ' Great Britain '(with humility 
he -k fpoken) ■ feems ignorant* in f fome re- 
ipe&Ofthe real value of its weftern pof- 
fcSJibhs 1 :' ^damot mean to oppofei it : to the 
fnultitudious refbureesy and wealth of the 
BafH r but 1 if-commerce be meant to be efta- 
'’biilhed m our . diftant -fettlementsy upon a 
batts^why? juttify that- 
^tigoftrjV^tfeat fepprett^dni in -Afia, which viti 
fe'-fbhigiiierasBy\ condemn ed? s We 
Spsdiifh'i na&my and thename 

Of 
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of Cortez : what better title have we, in tha* 
fafcty .of navigation, and the fubmiffioa ofl 
unprotected innocence, to our eaitern poflef- 
fions, than what they gained by fire and lworcb 
upon the naileries of Mexico ? If Cromwell* 
took Jamaica, and a confequent policy either 
deftroyed’ or exterminated the wretched inn 
habitants which the Spanards left; is this 
an excufe for power, a vindication of injuftice* 
If Great Britain be ferioufly bent upon hu* 
inanity, let it enlarge the fcale of benevck 
lence, and take in, fi> far as her; influence 
{hall extend, all colours, and all conditions 
of men and reform at home before it ven# 
ture to make romantic trials of compaffioa- 
abroad ! Let it look into itfelf, into its own 
internal fyftem 1 Let it look into the fix¬ 
ation of the peafantry; let it look into the 
flrate of the parochial, and canvafs that of the 
extra^pai'ochial poor; let: it look into prifons 
where people far misfortunes only, or- the 
treachery and villainy of men, are confined fe 
life, ' In the prefent appeal to, humanity^ 
let its advocates only refled ■ how, mahy 
wretches ate daily feat to bridewell andothl# 
jtqufes of corrcdion,. by the: unfcfcdiog^tiww 
; date 
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date of a defpotic yoflice of the peaces where 
they unremittingly labour both furamer and 
whiter, under the momentary apprehenfions * 
d£ corporal punilhment, and as they have 
hat ^atdeaft many of them)' becnu fed to 
toil, the hardihip is proportionally fevere; 
and this:they frequently endure for want of 
the: comforts at kail, if not tlie common 
neceflariesof life, which the humanity of 
England Should have provided,. and the want 
of ,which:the law redrefied. Who can be¬ 
hold : the numbers.of unforiunate creatures, 
who nightly (hiver in the (Ireets, without 
protection, without raiment, without food, 
and not conclude, that there is either an 
error in feeling, or a weaknefs in. the execu¬ 
tion of Our laws; and I am ; apt to believe,, 
that there ;are many, who daily perifh, un¬ 
der -hedges, or: in epaths, for want of that 
common fuftenatine, which nature provides 
for . all femifery, however delinquent the 
be, is, imitfelf, entitled to com**?' 
jatfiiomj, shdreal want,: however occafioaed*, 
has j&jrighfc to food. •; .Let the legiflatufe look if 
there Afe hot- flaves, of their own . rehgion, 
andicofour^iii;: England . ;n.df thttoidbc: 

others. 
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others who become willing ones by a fak' of 
their indentures to thole very people'whom 
the European attacks with fo much rancour 
onrthe fcore of humanity abroad. . Although 
a creole myfelf, I fhail hope to be excufed if 
I vindicate? the feelings of my country. , Let 
not a planter be blamed for the aft of his 
agent, nor that agent be ceufured for that bar¬ 
barity, which abfent he could not remedy, 
but which prefenr he would fcorri 1 to juft rfy. 
I do not deny but there are many wanton 
a&s- of barbarity committed upon the perfbns 
of-the dependent Haves, I likewile confefs that 
they ' go unpuniftied (a reflection upon the 
weaknefs of our laws) when the perpetrator 
fliould be followed with ignominy, if not 
with death. The abufes in the colonies are 
certainly great and if a ;more tender fyftem 
of management were to be introduced* which 
certainly might for the comfort of theflave, 
ami the' advahtage of the planter; it would 
best precedent iin ihe annals of England* that 
would be held • forth as an exampie ofreirtur 
dus-emulatioh to focceedingages? but let not 
bnmahity be too fatigbine, bb toohafty in its 
fitfft attempt ! Deliberation' is the' ■parent tsT 
H fuccefs i 
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■JRuccefs.; and to be fure of worldly profit w p, 
fhould canvas the poflibility of human means. 

^ 'The fubjedt of the {lave trade involves a 
great variety of internal and extraneous mat¬ 
ter, and to follow the ideas of the pending 
bill, the fubjedt, I conceive, Ihould be taken 
up in England, as far as relates to the fafety 
p.f veflels, and the prefervation of thofe lives 
which are to be adventured in this dangerous 

■ r: • i 0 

and deftrudlive voyage. A government ac¬ 
quires more wealth by the falvation of lives, 
than.by an encreafe of the revenues; but if 
the one can be brought to affift with pru¬ 
dence. the encreafe of the other, it is produc¬ 
tive of a double good. If eight or ten thoufand 
feamen be annually employed in this traffic, 
and one fourth of them do not return to their 
native country, (which, if their frequent de- 
fertiqn from the fhip, and the life of idlenefs 
and' inebriety they confequently lead in the 
Iflands be coniidered, is a moderate calcula¬ 
tion) the lois to the community in the courfe 
Oytwenty years could hardly be ( recorppenfed 
by the' jndft^extenfive impofts: if, on the 
contrary, no’ greater, portion of lives be loll 
in*oh| yeaf than Captain .Cook experienced*., 

there 
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there will of courfe be fo many feamen 
maintained at a private expence, who when 
neceffity requires may be called into the public 
fervice. That in different countries different 
manners obtain, I am well aware; but in 
refpeft to the Weft Indies l'ome referve fhould 
certainly take place. The fudden tranfitioii 
of drink from beer to rum has been fatal, and 
will always be fo, if not ufed with the greateft 
moderation, to an European. As porter is 
cheap, I would make it a fubftitution. It is 
true, that the latter will go farther in fpirit, 
but the firft in ftrength : and if it be new, it is 
a kind of poifon: The Creole who drinks hi$~ 
dram, very foon becomes a martyr to the 
grave. ' ’ 

I now' come to the leading principle of the 
pending bill, to that principle which is meant 
to introduce a levelling precept, to make no 
diferimination between colour and climate, to 
give to flavery the rights of freedom, to ex¬ 
punge bppreftibn from the general creed, and 
to eftablifh Humanity upon a general fcale^ 
throughout ourWefternIfles. Thattheplanof 
unconditional ernancipation wduli.anfwer the 
bxpecledpurpofe, I have, not only my doubts, 
Ha but 
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but my obje&ions. The condition of negroes 
in their own :ountry, whether hereditary, or 
accidentals muft ho fir if cou fide red, their cuf- 
toms defcrihetl, their maxims explained, and 
polity known. If we be afcertained how, as 
natiyes they live, we may he brought to con¬ 
ceive what, as emigrants, they endure. That 
theyi lead a life of warfare, fatigue, and 
blood, we are inftru&ed by hiftory to be¬ 
lieve; that the prisoners who are taken Uvbatr 
tie, if not fold, would be treated with a 
cruelty, at which humanity wouldfhudder, 
pr .would fufFer the forfeit of an ignominious^ 
Or painful, death ; the , zealots of miflaken 
Compaffion will hardly deny. If therefore we 
can refcue them from a flavery that would be 
intplerable, ito a life which we know by ex¬ 
perience they .e can endure, or proton them 
frogi |hat death-which woufd he 0 certain* X9 
plaeethem hv actuation; that might ,be, re nr 
dered coinfortable at • leaf!, if not. happy, there 
fcpnfequently would: be ranch gained upon the 
fcpne of ? hu*nanity pnflx: the idea 

ther,ri and? tp-make 'thatproblematicahwhich 
W& knowhe feafibje,rwould introduce con? 

at once* and for ever defeat 
thofe 
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thofe ideas of chriftian charity, which itisthe 
prefent object of the petitions to introduce. 
There is no doubt that many of thofeuti** 
happy creatures are deluded, or forced Com 
their native country; and to fuppefe them 
incapable of feeling regret, or refehtmeflt at 
their cruel Reparation from the fpot which 
gave them being, wives, children, -relative^ 
and friends, is not only weak, but impious, 
and an arraignment of that equal and •univer- 
fal benevolence, and that ffeady and impartial 
juftice, fo obfervable in all the works of our 
Creator. Whether they are, or ; are notv ^en¬ 
dued- with equal underft a,tiding, is^ -a Rtibje& 
that does not apply to the prefent cafej if 
their faculties ■ be more weak, they may he 
lengthened by fcience; if their difpofitkms 
more Ravage, they may be fofteiied >by e-Xr 
amples- of humanity ; if ignorant of the facial 
and moral,obligations of -.life, they may be 
taught the firft, by indulgence, and- by- re¬ 
ligion, theRafiv It -is trite ; that ^fri£0V ne¬ 
groes do not feem pofMed of Romtteh fjHrifc 
and alacrity as the cteolcs are ;-may not thiis/be 
owing to their want of that confidence which 
H native Roil gives the ia$, and- anignoranee 
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of their cuftoms, manners, and tongue? The 
degradation of their 1 condition mu ft very much 
deprefs the exertions of the mind ; for being 
Without the gratifications of their wifhes, but 
fubjeft to their fears, it' is not to be wondered 
at if with the principle, they lofe the appear¬ 
ance of action. Thofe who are inhumanly 
ibrced from real- attachments in their na¬ 
tive country, are much to be pitied, and the 
Teducers deferve to feel the utmoft weight of 
their refentment: Thofe who are fold to avoid a 
cruel ftavery, or.a painful, and lingering death 
at home, may confider, for what we know, 
their altered condition as their deliverance; 
aiid this I am apt to believe they frequently 
do,'from that general patience and refignation, 
atidTeeming chearfulilefs which is obferved to 
prevail amongft them all when purchafed. 

-That they leave a bad climate for one 
that'fis better, for one in which their natural 
-wants may be 1 as’.'eiifily provided, and witlT 
otffc that "rifle and labour which muft attend 
^conftaht warfare* caft hardly bed#- 
ni^d. - Ji If thby ; 'havd Wives, children, and 
-c#hhe9fo1hs dj)on !: "tile 1 ’property, "thofe Ttt^ 
Titt^hbs afid 1 ehcddfi:ged'and prefeiv^d from 
-ifctereft, that primurn mobile of the a&ions of 

men; 
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men : they are not fubject to the chance 6f 
war, nor does the breail: of the mother 
beat with ; conftant trepidation for the danger 
of a hufioand or the lofs of a child ; nor is 
Hie. fubjed. to the mortification of feeing 
them fna.tched from her bofom to undergo 
eternal banilhment, or fufFer the anticipaticit 
of death. The comforts of certainty in.. ; a 
domeftic life at Jeaft fire may gain by an al¬ 
teration of her (late, and condole herfielf with 
feeing the fame prote&ion extended to thole 
fhe loves which fhe enjoys, and thgt the. 
chances in her favour are, that they will ' 
not ever be disjoined. I firmly , believe that 
there is not a defcriptjon of people in the 
world, lels occupied by uneafyfenfations, 
who are more difpofed to be, . and who 
really are, more happy than the generality 
of negroes after the toil of th,e day is - .over, 
when alfembled in their huts, , converting 
over, their fires, and anticipating the p!ea- ; 
fures. ,of the approachipg,, mpfi, (which ge? 
nerally confifts of pottage, highly,fea,foned, 
and is (ych as may. be, confideredt a; luxury, 
in .any climate) and. of thefe the generality 
of them partake, to their utoioft 

leaft 
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feaft twice a day, I do not think them a 
greedy people, they have no appearance of 
hafte in eating, will ehearfully let others 
enjoy their rnefs, and are fond of extending, 
particularly at night, the hours of refec¬ 
tion. The women in general drink nothing 
but . water, or fugar and water as a treat— 
the men will almoft ; all inclifcriminately 
fwallow drams when they can get them, 
and even indulge in fpirit to intoxication; 
but yet it is not often that riots enfue, and 
if they do happen, they are eafily quelled. 
They vfeeni fenfible, if it be fudden, of a 
itnall indulgence, and I think they do not 
abufe great ones if caution be ufed in tile 
time of concelfion. I have known a little 
grog, : fugarand water, an unexpe&ed her¬ 
ring, or apiece of fait filh give them fpirits 
for-the remainder of the day, and an after- 
noon; allowed almoft tranfport them. They 
arurparticularly fond -jyL tobacco, and as it 
cbears them in their Jabour, and is not at- 
tende&with bad confequenees, a prefeat of 
&Mittjeevery now and then 'when they de- 
ierVe it, would be but a trilling expence to 
in eflate. They ought not to be refufed thq 
- participation 
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participation of harmlefs recreations; why 
not make them as contented as their folia¬ 
tions will allow ? A good-natured man not 
only gains by their enjoyment, but adds fe¬ 
licity to his own mind: where the matter 
is determined to be eafy, it is not likely that 
his negroes will be wretched. They fhould 
rejoice at each others happinefs, and fympa- 
thife with each others mifery: the firtt: 
fhould teach the laft to confider themfelves 
as men. A good Have will be attached to a 
good matter from principle, and where he 
has been entrutted with the prefervation of 
his life, he has never, as far as I have been 
able to learn, been found a traitor. As con¬ 
fidence begets fervice, lo fhould fervice be 
attended with gratitude. Make a negro efti- 
amable in his own eyes, and he will befaith- 
ful and juft in yours. 

A proper diftinftion is not made between 
the captain of a fhip who purchafes flaves 
in Africa, and the Guinea merchant who 
takes up a cargo in the Weft Indies.' The 
firtt may inveigle, the laft can only fell: the 
one carries, the other difpofes: after the. 
bargain is ftruck the captain is relieved of 
I his 
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liis fears; and it is the intereft of the mer¬ 
chant iu picferv-e his ptrrchafe in health, and 
to bring it,' if in condition, to an early fale. 
His engagement is foon compleated; atid 
no tak of inhumanity' can lie at liis door. 
If he'deceive the purchafer he fhould be cal¬ 
led to ati account; if the planter deceive 
him he muft abide by the confequenCe. The 
man who trufb has a right to fay I will be 
paid* That advantage fhould not be taken 
by the rich, nor infult be the language of 
the poor, is a datum which ought to be re¬ 
ceived—that misfortune may claim the in¬ 
dulgence of . the fi'rft, and that petulance is 
not an apology for the laft, may be deter¬ 
mined by thofe who feel, and thofe vvhofe 
tempers may relent. Service is reciprocal—• 
the mail who fells, and he who purchafes 
fhould hold an equal guard. In bulinefs 
there fhould not he liberal, but fpecific con¬ 
fidence; in the exchange of papers alf con¬ 
nexions in life fhould be forgotten, and all 
friendfhips funk; fathers and children fhould 
be fufpicious, and fhould exad from one 
another the. fame bonds of performance as 
if they were perfed Grangers. This pre- 
o. caution 
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caution is melancholy ; it is more melancholy 
that it fhould be deemed expedient. 

Let us now fuppofe, for the lake of argu¬ 
ment, and adverting to the adopted idea of 
hnmanity, that a total fuppreffion of r the 
(lave trade, in confeq uence of the petitions 
ftiall enliie. What will the.negroes gain? 
What fhall we not lofe : A rettriction of our 
own trade will not be a reftnftion of that of 
other nations; if we forego the commerce 
of Africa, will the French, the $panifh, the 
Dutch, the Danes take up, and purfue our 
notions of beneyoleuce? Would they be 
lefs rigorous, lefs cruel matters than the 
Englifli ? Where their pianagement is bet¬ 
ter, their laws more favorable to the com¬ 
fort, and preiervation of the {lave, why ; not 
adopt them ? Why not form a code of in- 
ttitutes for their protection ? Before this can 
anfwer, and be attended with, full, qr even 
partial fucqefs, you mutt new modpl the 
manners, the tempers of the people,, by 
whom they are governed,;* a iyttcpMpnft 
I z be 

* Bat as this innovation cannot be introduced under any 
authority, and the abufe of power retrained, or punched by 

any 
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be introduced to reftrain their power, to bend 
theta to 4 the obedience of juftice, to make 
theta lenfible that negroes are men,' that 
their lives, Itheir property is facrecl ; and that 
the lead infringement of either, unlefs au- 
thorifed by legal cenfure, or cafes of neceffity, 
will be as feverely punifhed as the lame 
offences "would be in other countries : and 
that negroes might the better" 4 receive the 

any legal procefs in our colonies, this reformation muft be left 
for time to introduce, or the gradual cultivation of manners 
more profitable to the mailer and indulgent to the Have, to 
mature; and it is furely'a matter of confequence to the 
owner :of a plantation, to fekdl a man for the import 
tance of the trull, whole chara&cr at leaft may be a check 
upon his patfions, and prompt him to confult the interell of his 
employer, in the preservation and fa'fety of his Have; and 
1 ivould here recommend it to the Attornies,* and to all thole 
\vhp, in the abfejjce of the proprietor, have the command of 
thel’e dependent creatures,. to fuperintend, as often as pollible, 
‘their labour and their wants, that they may, by thefe means, 
ihgtatiate Uiemfelves into their confidence, and encourage 
^he,m tOi believe that they will he protected by their power, 
and relieved by their humapity; and this furely muft be a 
defitabl’e eiid to be obtained by thofc, to whom ft many muft 
lo6k ^"fo^comfort and fupporr* . • 

* An Attorney is a man who has a delegated power to a£t ■ 
'for p^ihcipals 'ih England; but is effentially different in pra&ice 
. ffym5fiqiA.tfo^neyvatbw.: . 


full 
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full benefit of ail impartial legiflation, 1st 
them be univerfally baptized, that they may 
become our equals at lead in ch riftianity*.Let 
them bo inftrudted, fo far as they fhall be ca¬ 
pable of iuftruclion, in the moral and obedient 
duties of life; let them not be too much 
humbled by a fenfe of their condition, but 
be taught to love their mailers as protestors, 
and not to fear them as their tyrants,, The 
overleers Ihould be taught to keep up their 
authority, not by puniihment, but by exam¬ 
ple; the negroes might then be better go¬ 
verned by lhame* than the laih. The 
inferior fervants upon a plantation, and the 
drivers ihould not be allowed the power of 
caftigatiom I am aware that thefe maxims 
will be thought romantic, adverting to the 
long accuflomed mode of general manage? 
meat, to the habits under which the white 
people in the Weft Indies have been edu¬ 
cated, and to the feelings and difpoiitions of 
the negroes as they now are, thefe maxims* if 
ferioufly adopted, would be not only roman? 
tic, but abiurd. Who would think of fowl¬ 
ing land, before it was properly prepared 
for the reception of feed } To force nature, 

to 
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to new mould at once the cuftoms of life, 
would be more than an Herculean labour, 
it would be but little (hort of impoflibliity. 
Innovations are always dangerous; reforms 
(particularly in a plan of fuch., extenfive 
magnitude as the prefent) fhould be well 
matured before a (ingle hep is made towards 
their introduction. It Ihould be considered 
whether the negroes will gain in happinefs, 
or we a gratification to our . feelings, by a 
hafty and indifcriminate change. The man 
who gives a have unconditional liberty, be** 
flows upon him a curfe; Ire is thrown at 
onceinto the world* unprote&ed, unprovided, 
and muflt ultimately ftarve, or gain his bread 
by thofe 'means* which have brought many 
unhappy wretches of this defer)ption to the 
gallows. If a portion of land, or a houfe 
upon the property be given to him, the 
other negroes will not always let him > work 
the firft, nor the bvetfeer * inhabit i the laft ; 
as a (lave emancipaited is at all times ^.trouble* 
feme, often times a dangerous vifitor upon 
a plantation. If an annual ilipend be ah 
lowed him* he will confume it in;rio.tjand 
debauchery ; and not being accountable; to 
? any 



(70 

any one for the Regularity of his life, he 
will think that he has a right to follow his 
inclinations without controul, not coniider- 
ing that his conduct may bring down private 
revenge, or public juftice. 

I fhould think that no reflective man can, 
juftify the idea of indifcriminate liberation. 
The confequence of the execution would! be 
impolitic,’ and cruel; would entrench upon 
public, and be deftru&ive. of private fecurriyv 
It is not fo much in the Weft Indies as dn 
England, that the evil will be felt, and the 
lofs : opprefs. A planter who lives in the 
quiet pofleflion of his property, may make 
it anfwer, if not his wifhes, at leaft his 
wants: if it give him the mean? of comfor¬ 
table fubliftence, and he can make that fub- 
fi (fence certain, it may not be his inter- 
cfl, in the line of worldly: enjoyments* to 
facrifice his comforts to the fecurity of him 
who trufts ; blit this being a felfifh principle, 
is erroneous ; for the creditor will afcertaia 
his; rights ; and if lie enforce them with 
feeling, with honour, and juftice, fome .gra¬ 
titude ‘ fhould attend his forbearance, and 
every nerve exerted to fecure him Trots* .-xfdk* 

and 
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and lofs: but if he be rapacious, where hi* 
(eeurity (hould make him liberal; and inhu? 
man, where he has occafioued diftreis ; if he 
promife with a view to deceive, and infinu- 
ates that he may fecurely betray : I know not 
any difappointment, any lofs, any rum that 
(hould not be the attendant of his crimes. 

That the mafter profits by the. labour, the 
(kill, the independency of his Have, cannot 
I think, be well denied ; for him he plants, 
for him he cleans, for him improves; and 
the more he is encouraged to induftry, the 
better cloathed, the better fed, the more able 
will he be to labour; and if his work be 
apportioned to his ft length, he may continue 
his exertions beyond the common period ; 
but if negroes be over-wrought, and no in¬ 
dulgence given to their weaknefs, they foon 
wear away in body and mind, and abfoluely 
bear the lymptoms of age, when in point of 
years they are. only in their prime. A pro¬ 
per allowance is feldom made for a dimi¬ 
nution of ftrength; for if an eft&te were ufed 
with two hundred (laves to make the fame 
number of hoglheads; if ten or twenty, of 
the moft able were to die, the mafter would* 
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expecl, and the overfeer pufh to keep up' 
the lame quantity of produce. If the lame 
work be expe&ed to be done with a reduc¬ 
tion of hands, the remainder muft gradully 
fail in diength, until at lad they Ihail be 
brought down fo low, that the crops will 
fall at once, new negroes, to a confiderable 
amount muff be purchafed ; they mult be 
feafoned, they mud be fettled ; and let them 
turn out ever fo well, it mud require many 
years of deady, and fuccefsful management 
to bring up the property to its former 
produce. 

No man, who is acquainted with the 
Wed Indies, can fuppofe it podible that the 
average upon edates in the ihands, can pre-' 
ferve a given number of negroes, without 
the aid of foreign purchafe.* Some planta¬ 
tions bury more than others ; and it is natural 

* If properties in the Weft Indies were only to be con- 
fidered as nutferies for the prefemtion of the human fpecics, 
and the occupations of the negroes were to be conformable to 
this intention; there is little doubt but the capital of {laves 
might be augmented upon every plantation; but it does notf 
follow, that a life of idlenefa, is-a life of. policy, or tHat- th* 
negroes would be more happy (they certainly would be 
left ufcful) under indolen ce than toil. 

K 
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tcrfuppofe, that where the labour is difprn- 
pbrtionaie, //Wwiil be thegreateft mortality. 
Under the prefent fyftem of general manage¬ 
ment, 1 am apt to believe that, if the intro¬ 
duction of African flaves were inhibited, 
in- twenty years one third of the number 
Would be diminifhed ; in thirty, more than 
one half; and in fifty, the whole race very 
•nearly extinct.- As humanity ihould rather 
wifh to relieve than opprefs labour, and five, 
than be the means of exfmguifhing life, a 
recruit from other countries, (if treated with 
proper tendernefs,) would rather be a fubjeft 
•of benevolence, than the traffic of oppreffion. 

If planters would be contented to make 
only half the quantity of produce, they in 
a common year, now do, their capital of 
negroes would be better preferved, and upon 
fome properties, upon pens in particular, 
(upon which fugar is not made) the number 
may be certainly kept up, if not eiicreafed : 
blit then the fituation mu ft be healthy, and 
provifions abundant. The principal occa¬ 
sion of a-planter’s diftrefs, is the improvident 
pnfehaie of flaves; therefore he, who by a 
' ffeady attention, proper indulgence, and ten¬ 
dernefs, 
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dernefs, in ficknefs, c;n prefcrve his .capital 
unbroken, will at the end of twenty years be 
more rich than he who makes a larger propor¬ 
tion of produce, but is frequently obliged, , by 
a want of the le etTentials, to have recourle tp 
foreign purchaie. I am aware that fome 
may infinnate this idea, will not the dif¬ 
ference between one hundred and fifty hogf- 
heads and one hundred, furnifh. fufficient 
means to keep up a full complement ? a full 
complement of negroes it certainly may, 
but will thole purchafed be lb valuable, . be 
fogood, or durable, as thofe who were for¬ 
merly able, but who have now failed through 
excefs of labour r A creole well eftablifhed 
in family, houfe, and ground, is in my 
opinion, (which opinion I found upon my 
own perlonal experience) worth more than 
'-my three imported from the coaft. If it 
be thought poffible, that the colonics : -can 
lupply themielves without any foreign- aflif- 
tance ; a fufpenhon of this trade, for - a - tew 
years, might with certainty determine. But 
luppofe that the Enghlh fh Quid forego, this 
commerce, .would not other nationslftiHiggl^ 
them into the country, and to-illegality 
. - K 2 fu peradd 
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fp^eradd, extortion, to the ruin of him wh6 
flball he tempted to buy ? will it not deprive 
US.pf this valuable trade without adding 
to, humanity, and make the labour of thofe, 
Mrlio; are now, upon the plantations more 
heavy, and at laid link diem down to languor 
and ddpair ? would net a bally liberation 
break down the bounds of juflice, - and 
obedience, , introduce anarchy, coufufoii, 
licentioufneis, and. .death ? As no fuborui- 
nation could bepreferved in fucli a date, the 
negroes might unbridle revenge, and make 
an mdiferiminate daughter of the Europeans, 
and offer nqen, women, and children as the 
drd vi&imsaof liberty : they would next 
proceed, in the pride, of irrefidance, to the 
dedru<Stion of the buildings, crops, .and pro¬ 
visions; live in a date of condant hoftiiity, 
dedroy. one,. another, and peridi thenjfelves 
at lady , by famine,, or difeafe ; or . would be 
fwfipt. aw^y by Other nations, ‘who .would 
enrich .themfelves, with our capitals^ rife on 
the ;;uiu.of■'pur trade, take advantage of our 
leffsy v ppd grqw indolent,, ,opprefs, or perhaps 
c^gueirais^ith.ourow’U wealths. Nay this* 
^11 pttew .t ; a$£$ ft be .railed to 
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fupply the deficiencies of our revenues, and 
millions upon millions added to the public 
weight, under the p reftu re of which fo many 
individuals are already to fink ; and a fur- 
creafe of which, perhaps many of thofe # 
whofe zeal is foremoft in the c mfe of huma¬ 
nity, may think it impoflible to bear. 

The numbers of men, who through in¬ 
temperance, neglect, and other caufes, have 
been loft in this commerce fhould be duly 
confidered ; and if the community fufFer 
more by endemiai calamity, than.it can gain 
by foreign refource, the folly of adventure 
is apparent: but if trade can be extended 
with a preftrvation of fouls, and a provifion 
df feamen, it muft greatly favour our infular 
means, and every veffel would be confidered 
as the head of a common-wealth, that raifes 
annually fo many patriots to the ftate. I 
will not dwell upon the numbers, that may¬ 
be annually loft upon the Eaftern or Weftern 
adventures, hut only fubmit, whether they 
would not have been more ufefiil members 
if they had fettled at home, and cultivated 
tra&s of land, that before were barren, had 
given population to deferts, induftry to idle- 

nefs. 
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nek, health to languor, and vigour to want. 
Whether one man at home, be not worth 
more than three abroad; and whether the 
time' that is loft in one month, often might 
not have been filled up by employments, 
that would' have ? fubfifted tour times the 
number of individuals, is like wife a queftion. 
to be-'liked. The Eaft, the Weft Indies, 
and'-Africa have been the grave of Euro-* 
peans, 'The marrow of England has been 
melned down in the unhealthy regions of the 
torrid zone: feme may have elcaped the 
partial diffelution, but the proportion is fo 
very final!, that thefe emigrations may be 
confidered as the general forerunners of de- 
ftrndlion. ' If an eftimate were to • be made 
of all the lives that have been loft by navi¬ 
gation in the courfe of ten j ears, the amount 
would be fb enormous, that people would 
turn from the .account with horror; and 
inrthe* fpirit of humanity, or anticipation of 
future lofs, be inclined to facrifiee intereft 
to fupport our population. If the profits of 
trade be oppofed by its Ioffes, the adven- 
tiffers'woulft pierhaps find that the innume¬ 
rable cargoes that have been lwallowed up 
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by the fea, would flattie the ignorant, rind 
liirprize the calculator. One misfortune* 
like that of the Halfeweli (and .that there 
are; numbers with equal concomitant^ of 
horror can hardly he doubted) will add more 
pangs to feeling, than the iafety of many 
voyages will give happinefs to wealth.' 

We will now fuppofe, that it iliall be 
thought more political to pufh our didant 
poilellions, than to ftrengthen our domeilic 
means; but how can this be effected, if 
our powers are not equal to our obje&s, 
and the affidance of foreign pur chafe be did 
couraged, or forbidden ? If we could form 
a body of laws, by a Uriel adherence to which, 
the negroes who fhaH be removed from 
a woife flavery than they will experience in 
our colonies, or from that death, which 
in Africa would be probable, if not certain, 
to our iflands, where they would not have 
that death to fear, the more will it enlarge 
the fcale of benevolence; and found a fydem 
befides of policicy upon that of humanity.'*' 

* I am aware that this idea has too often occured, hut jp 
I whh, for the fake of humanity, that it fliould he particularly 
enforced, I hope the intention may be an exc'ufefor the're¬ 
petition, 


Of 
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Of our Eafiern reiourccs I am aa utter 
granger; of thoie of Jamaica I can fpeak with 
confidence. Though fugar and rum be the 
itaples of the country, yet the cane is not 
fuccelsfully cultivated in every foil* ^nd 
as it is the mod expensive, fo is it the mod, 
uncertain production of the climate. The 
accidents to which it is fubjeT from a vio¬ 
lence of leafons, a contention of the elements, 
accidents of fire, the trefpafs of cattle, and 
inprudence cf management, are fuch, one 
would think, as would difeourage the planter 
from its future culture; and yet for this 
plant the land is forced, is often impover- 
ifhed, and at lafl made defert. 

Although not one tenth part of this Valu¬ 
able and beautiful ifland be under a ftnto 
of cultivation ; yvi is there not a iingle fpot 
that is not, or may not be, applied to feme 
ufe. Where canes do not thrive, the gui¬ 
nea, fan artificial grafs) will grow, and even 
amorg rocks, where a-particle of mould is 
hardly feen ; nay fuch fituatiohs will like- 
wife produce cotton, ginger, pimento, and 
Wood of the moft valuable dyes; or the moft 
durable for building. Rice will flourish- In 

tuO 
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the (wamps, indigo in drier land, corn, if 
the fpot be manured, upon every foil, arid 
every where, if it be new ; provilkms in the 
mod: lofty mountains, and natural herbage 
where thefe Hiall fail. Thefe various re- 
foiuces might, if properly directed, and 
prudently extended, very confiderably aug¬ 
ment the public revenues, and thereby help 
to cafe thole taxes, which at prefect prels 
fo heavily upon all ranks and conditions 
of men. If I have propoied an hypothecs 
which I have not knowledge to maintain, I 
fhali hope the intention may juftiry the 
fault, and that I may not hr centered for 
wishing well, although I have not talents to 
render for vice. 

In the courfe of thefe remarks I have 
dropt a hint rcfpecling baptiim ; and I (hail 
l \qw give my reafons why, i think it may 
not only be productive of a change of moral 
fentiment in the unenlightened fiaves, but 
tejid to the decency of their lives, the health 
of their bodies, and the comfort of their 
minds ; and fhail afterwards gwe my opinion 
how their lituations may, with an enqealing 
degree of advantage to the nutter* b$ m^ch 
improved. 


L 
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It is notorious that more {laves are ruined 
In principle and healthy at thofe dances 
which are allcrwed‘‘at the burials of their 
dead, than : by any other inter.courfe or 
occupation whatevefi At the funeral Of a 
eh rift iaiv {lave, hone of thefe fcenes of tumult 
and intemperance Would be allowed; the 
fervice Would-be read with decency over the 
grave (and’fo ehhance the refpeCt and foieni- 
nity) :: the- white people upon the plantation 
{hooid-attend, to enforce example, and to fee 
that the attendants retire in peace and order 
to thei-r refpedive lioiifes.' This cuftom, by a 
mild and decent introduction of the forms of 
bur : religion> might foon -become, not only 
univerfal j but be the pledge of future fecurity i 
but with this 1 introduction, the doCtrine of 
Chhftian kindnefs and forgivenefs fhould be 
reduced to practice; the cloud of darknefs 
that;how covers the minds of the hegroes 
fhould be j geritly ; removed, that their under** 
ftandihgs • might be prepared : to receive the 
new inftruCtion, that they might feel com¬ 
fort. ^f^p‘lpBedience, , . ; and , protection.. ..from 
power, : iAs .the {laves in ;the French iflands-, 
coming from the fame'cba'd,'with the fame 

gincrauce, the fame prejudices, and the fame 

fears, 
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fears, are univerfally baptized ,f and treated 
as Chriftians ; are inftructed in, and obtain a 
decent knowledge of religions obfervances, 
are confequentiy more obedient, more quiet, 
more attached, and more happy, than ours ; 
why Ihould not the fame pradlee upon the 
fame colour be introduced, encouraged, and 
iupnorted in our iflands ?. Many indulgen¬ 
ces, many recreations may be, lafely allowed 
them; but their amufements fhould be 
made to receive a new turn ; they might be 
more frequent, but not fo long protra&ed, 
and lhould terminate at fuch an hour, that 
they might have full time, for their domed:ic 
occupations and reft,, and be able, without 
fatigue, or regret, to renew their daily .toil. 
If every Saturday were indifcriminately giveu 
to them, either to work in their .grounds, 
or. look for proviiions, that Sunday might 
be a day of reft and inftrudtion j I am apt. to 
believe that the planter would ultimately, 
with more certainty, preferve-his, Capital,N. and 

* This pbferyarion I cannot fupport from perfonal experience, 
not hiving Been in any of the French'iilnrids, l hor per‘ufed 
their Code Noire; Butthe <pra£iife. pf baptifrn r - I have’been 
told, is general in their colonies. 

Ls " he 
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he afeertained of more punctual, and efficient 
work. 

The moft delicate }:art of the fubjefl i 0 
now to canvas; I fbould fhrink at the idea 
of a juftifi cation of flaverv ; did I not, even 
in that fiavery, behold comforts, of which 
liberty h frequently deprived. A Have has 
no feeling beyond the prelent hour, no anti¬ 
cipation of what may come, no dejection at 
what may enfue : thefe privileges of feeling 
are referved for the enlightened, whofe fears 
may dread misfortunes that cannot arrive, 
and' defpife di ft refs which they know mujl 
come. As the fufferings of the mind are 
infinitely more acute than bodily lenfatiohs y 
in the reverie proportion-, is the (lave more 
happy in ignorance, than thofe of an oppo- 
fite colour ate in feienre. 

That negroes are capable of bodily in¬ 
fluence and mental? cultivation, who can be 
fb Impious as to deny ? The fun mat fhines 
on all, enlightens them: and if genius be 
the ccnfeq-tiencc of heat, and the beams that 
fertilize the earth, irradiate the mind; the 
African in geniality of climate, and' warmth; 
of foul would blaze when the inhabitants- 

of 
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of Europe would freeze. I liave known 
inftances of attachment in a negro, that 
would (hake the courage of an European ; a 
faithful (lave will oppofe his breaft to the 
knife that is intended to wound his mailer ; 
he will lifk that life without oftentation, he 
will receive his death without a groan. 

That negroes have not any fpecific ideas 
of moral rectitude, is not a fault of principle, 
but education. If good examples were held 
forth for imitation, they would adopt them ; 
if bad be relevant it is their misfortune, and 
not their fault. If they be not inftru&ed to 
think, to adl like men, it is a prefent difgrace, 
as it may be a future misfortune, to thofe 
who hold them as dependants. That they 
may be taught to believe, to ad as Chriftians 
it would be almoffc impiety to deny. The 
power that gave them being, gave them 
fenfe. Though their colour may be a fhade 
to their adions, yet let us confidcr, who are 
of a different complexion, that the flower 
that follows the fun, is not fo much che- 
rifhed as the humble violet that perfumes in 
the glade. 


We 
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We fhould not imagine that negroes 
are of, a different fpecies from ourfelves, or 
that they are more inert in mental fenfations, 
or lefs vigorous in. bodily. purfuits, titan the 
matiyes are of otherclimates,. It is nc*t in 
the American colonies that we „ are .to look 
for their exertions; we fhould trace them in 
their wilds, theinterminable forefls.of. Africa: 
we. fhouid behold them in their , native 
woods,, their defarts, and their waters; we 
fhould, follow them in. the chafe of the lion, 
the tyger* and-the, crocodile, in fatigue that 
would melt down an European confutation ; 
in danger that would appal courage, and 
even add horror to defpair: we fhquld ex¬ 
amine them in the, patience of expectation, 
the cunning of furprize, the ardour of purfuit, 
the vigour of attack, the fpirit of defence, 
or the exultation of con^ueft, to form an idea 
of tlieir local manners, their courage, or their 
powers*. How tarne to them would appear 
our. boafteddiverfiona of a .timid hare, that 
impiores as it runs, a^d -in a voice jefembUng 
that, in. w^ipli our; f and pains are 

known, : and which is too f importunate.. not 
to iiitereh .thofe who hear, but to which 

inhumanity 
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inhumanity in the heat of exercife difdams 
Co liften ; in the chafe of the flag that weepfc 
(another emblem ofouir condition) as it flies i 
and laftly in that of the fox, whofe cunning, 
and habits of mifchief have caufed its per- 
fecutions in fome places, and its prefervation 
in others ; but Which in itfelf is unworthy 
of the dignity of purfmt. We rnuft look 
for the African in a wild ftate; the Euro¬ 
pean in a civilized one; the laft may be the 
moft ufeful in the fuppty of thbfe wants 
imagination has made'; the firfl: more in¬ 
dependent, as not having thofe wants to 
gratify. Which of the two is the moft 
happy, the One that always craves, without 
the accompli flunent of its wiflies, or the 
one that is fatisfied, without having its appe¬ 
tites to reform, I leave to thole, who are 
fond of fpeculation to determine. 

That negroes are cruel to one another can* 
not be denied ; they will alfaffinate without 
compunction, and feel not the leaft repentance 
at the perpetration of the moft atrocious 
crimes. I have' obferved that hew negroes 
a re particularly-fond of power, and will exert 
it as if accuflomcd taieverity ; and when 
- *■. yaifed 
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$o the authority/ of drivers upon a 
plantation* will be mqre deiporic and inhu- 
mn than the creoles ate. 

. That new negroes, although they feem to 
be cheerful up©$ their arrival , in the, co^ 
toiev are apparently heavy in body and 
mind* is an : obfervadon that- cannot be 
eahly refuted, ^hat they have not; the 
leaf): idea of p^ffqnal delicacy^ .pr fuarqe, 
when that want of delicacy is expofed r is too 
ohvious to require an argument. The cr&* 
ole$ are nqt from nature, but example, feme* 
what more decent, and a further refinement. 


* The. African negroeswbealirft ironed feem not to 
have any moral feelings, the tendernefs of fentiment, or 
weight of thought. They are unfeeling in the plenitude of 
power, and favage in the cold revenge of fpiiliog blood. 
They lp«dc upon fudden or violent death in others with apathy, 
and will bear the approaches of their own, not only without 
dread, but with rncTifference, It is amazing to fee howlittlp 
they jmeroft themfelvos in the common occurrencisof life, 
they do not forefeethe wantof meant, are careless of what 
may happen, and thoughtlefa of what they have; in fhort 
their cbataftera for many years after their arrival can hardly 
be deined' by the moll pefpfcuous eye of thole by whom they 
are governed, fo that few what we know they may be happy 
when Slept, or dangerous when fullen. The char afters of 
creole negroes , are .widely different, and in many inftances 
tnay fervc as a faithful contrail,. .. : . ./ . 

:/ .. in 
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ill pra&ical manners, might be-taught, and 
eftablifhed by cuftom. If overfeers were-: 
better inftrudttd than they generally are; 
and would addrels the negroes with pro-* 
priety of language, and treat them as human 
creatures, not as brutes, their commands 
Would be-more chearfully, and better per¬ 
formed. If the worfl of treatment cannot 
render them vindi&ive, * how docile might 
they be made by gentle conduct i - 

' I am awate that creoles are often taxed 
with inhumanity,' as if they alone were the 
inftruments of oppreiiiorn - The conduct of 
a plantation is left to the overfeer, and in his 
abfence to the* book- keepers f under him; and 
as they have the command and direction. of 

* Although negroes of a particular country, fych as the 
Coromantees, may harbour.a fullen, and perhaps a dangerous 
difpofition upon their firft removal from the (hip to a planta¬ 
tion, yet thetr fpirit isfoon broken, and they bend to obedi¬ 
ence without any feeming refentment in: their minds. 

t Book-keepers are in fuhordinate command to the Over¬ 
flew, they attend theiHH-boufesin crop, and out of crop, the 
the field* There are many ia little deferring the name they 
bear,: that fe far fron^dieing able to calculate accotjjatr they can¬ 
not njany-af thero even .reads and yet irojn thia fituation, from 
being irequcntjy indented ferrants they become overfeersy and 
have the cooduft of a plantation. 

: M die 



( 9 « ) 

the negroes work, and as with them lies the 
power, and prefumptian of punifhment, to 
their inhumanity alone mu ft its excefs be, in 
every cafe, attributed. If the proprietor wilh 
to fereen his. own property from bodily fuf- 
faring, and recommend an imploring negro 
as an object of forgivenefs to him. who is in¬ 
voked whih authority, it; is ten to one but the 
ppcr creature receive a double punilhment for 
having dared to complain, to him who had a 
right to redrefs; and for fuppofing that a maf- 
ter Ihould prefume to controul the wanton 
abufes of a feryant. 

That negroes are capricious the recurrence 
of every day will evince* Give them a houfe 
ready built, they will not inhabit it-—a ground 
ready cleared, they will not work it—-if you 
£udy their convenience, their eaie, and hap- 
pinefs, they will be difcontented—they mujfl: 
have every thing t;heir own way; and would 
fooner complain of a good overfeer, than not 
covet an exchange by the rilk of one who is 
bad* That there are of both in this profeffion,- 
k is hardly necell'ary to form a doubt. That 
many of this dais have feen better days; and 
are to this, as they would be to any other vo¬ 
cation 
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nation both a credit, and an ornament, I can 
with confidence affirm; and it has frequently 
hurt me to fee fome of this delcription fuflaiii 
a fubordinate charafler in the drama of life, 
When their pretenfions and abilities would 
enable them to move in the fphere of in* 
dependency, wealth and command, 
c The firft bufihefs of an indulgent overfeet 
fhould be to fecu're the negroes property com* 
mitted tohis charge* His Wife, his houfe, his 
flock, * his ground fhould be always faered. 
No power fhould Be ufed to force, no temp* 
tation put in pra&ice to feduce the perfon of 
the firft—-his hut fhould be his caftle, and 
the ground upon which it Hands his fee. A 
plague is not fo deftru&ive upon a property 
as the removal of negroes from their sccuf- 
tomed grounds, from thofe grounds that have 
been delivered down from father to fon: 
when this happens, which is the height of 
prefent imprudence, and confequent diitrefs, 
they pine away ' in fecret, negle& the culti¬ 
vation of hew lands?, and pinched by hunger* 

*' ■* Meft negroes in Jamaica have cither fowls, hogs, or 
cattle; fome have all; and fome, though flaves themfelves* 
have likewife flaves of their own. 

M 2 and 
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and unable to work, the confequenpewill.be, 
declining health, a broken fpirit, and an parly 
end. * 

. There is no country in which either a neg¬ 
ligent, or.capricious management, an impru- 
Tntcbange, or a relaxation of difcipline are 
attended with more certain e^pence, or ruin¬ 
ous coniequence. than, in the Ifland of Jamaica. 
I vogues fhould be directed by a fteady hand; 
and a regular fyftem fhould be obferved upon 
a plantation. >If they are to receive the bene¬ 
fits of religion, why not the privileges offo- 
ciety ? if tliey are to he inftruCed in morals, 
let them profit from their introduction; and 
let them leave- by will the little property their 
labour or their prudence has amafled. ... 

I know not any thing in the Weft Indies 
fo Shocking to humanity, and fo difgufting 
to individuals, as the lavage and indecent 
manner in which the trial of flayes is con¬ 
duced. Some tendernefs at leaft, if not dig¬ 
nity of conduC, fhould he obferved in the 
arraignment of a man who ftands a prilbner. 


* Of this fpecies of mifmanagement I have been unfor¬ 
tunately a witnefs my felf, and can therefore fyeak of its effects} 
with confidence. 
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at any tribunal, for crimes that may afFe& his 
chara&er, or life: but where the delinquent 
does not obferve a folemnity in the judge, he 
lofes a refpeft for his office; and hears the 
fentence that configns him to the grave with¬ 
out horror, without ihame. Two magif- 
trates, and three free-holders, from whofe 
decifion there lies not an appeal, can fentence 
to death. This cuftom ihould be abolifhed— 
they ihould be tried by the fame laws, the 
fame judges, the fame jury, as ourfelves; 
and the Godlike privilege of majefty to re- 
ipite, or forgive a Have, as well as the delin¬ 
quent who is free, ihould be : tranfjnitted* 
w*ith double recommendations of mercy, to 
.his reprefentatives' in the Jflandthat the 
poor negro may go with confidence to his 
<trial, be affured that the fountain of jaw 
js his . prote&or; and that : cpmpaffion will 
be the-, minifter of death. 

Thofe who are fo laudably anxious for the 
cultivation of the negroes minds, and fo de-r 
firous that they ihould be iiiftru&ed in th$ 


* A negro 13' often condemned in one hour, and receives 
execution in the next, 


doctrines 
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db&rinesof the chrifHan religion, fhould eon- 
fider that in their own country this promife 
of falvation cannot be adminiftred: a removal 
therefore from their natural foil is the only 
chance they have that the curfe of ignorance 
{hall be Converted into a bleffing: fo that in 
fa£t, the abolition of the (lave trade will conn- 
terad the very fyftem of humanity, and the 
diUemination of that mental comfort, which 
religion can alone enfure: for I have never 
known an African negro exprefs the leaf): reve¬ 
rence by figh or word for a fuperlntendirig Pro¬ 
vidence; nor have I ever heard pne intimate 
a hope, (as is the common opinion) that he 
{hall pafs after death from a life of flavery 
to one of eafe and happinefs in his native 
country. 

' To further the caufe of humanity, no 
jobber fhould-be allowed to purchafe djlave , 
without it could be proved, that he had pro- 
vifions enough at command to fubfifi him, 
at leaffc twelve months, and fo on in the . 
tegular proportions of the numbers that he 
may be tempted to buy; after this period, 
tif he-take kindly to his ground, he may be 
enabled in fome meafure to provide for him- 

‘ * fdf. 
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felf. Almoft every man in Jamaica, let his 
means be ever fo many, his ffrength of ne¬ 
groes ever fo great, or his lituation ever fa 
dependent, is ffill anxious to call in the aid 
of hired labour; but the falacy of this ma¬ 
nagement may be eafily deteded; for if 
a planter cannot make fifteen pence a day for 
3 feajqned negro, who is worth a hundred 
pounds, how can he afford to pay fifteen 
pence a day for the labour of a new negro, 
who is not worth forty ? befides, a jobber is 
generally paid for his work foon after it is 
<Jone, and does not run any rilk, except in a 
delay of payment, if fforms fhould intervene ; 
whereas a planter muff wait the flow pro- 
grefs of returning jeafom for emolument, 
and lofe his labour if thefe fhould fail. 

Every negro who is given to run away, 
to ileal, eat dirt, (which Angular affedion 
proceeds from a depravity of appetite, or want 
of food, and which is incorrigible) or thofe 
who require conilant puniihments for idle- 
n.efs, or other crimes,, ihould be tranlported 
from, the country; a pradice however, 
which is feldom adopted, excepting by the 
independent and affluent owner ; and which 
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perhaps favours rather more of policy than 
kindnefs; if however it fhould be the means 
of enforcing example, and deterring from 
crimes, it will have fome, and perhaps no 
inconfiderable effeCt, in the community of 
ilaves* 

At the time that the trial of Someriet was 
determined at Weftminfter-hall, a negro 
very forewdly remarked, that Lord Mans¬ 
field had told them they were free, but did 
not tell them where to get food.—It is of 
little coniequence ‘ to give liberty, if pro¬ 
tection be not like wife extended to thofe who 
are; become the legal objects of freedom- 
Since that decifion, what numbers of poor 
negleCted negroes are conftantly feen lament¬ 
ing in-the ftreets, and unfeelingly driven 
from place to place by parilh officers, and 
who become pick-pockets, thieves, or mur¬ 
derers- in confequence of emancipation—-for 
who will take thefe degraded creatures into 
fervice, without any recommendation but 
that of poverty; and that of private, and 
public dereliction ? A liberated Have in 
Jamaica (were the practice frequent) would 
be almoft in the fame condition; he would 

be 
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bt thrown out of houfe, ground, and perfbnal 
protection; and the gallows might at lafh 
end his dreams of liberty. 

In treating of the prefent fubjeCh it mould 
be confidered whether the fluctuation of 
popular opinion fhould not be fixed by the 
flandard of common experience—whether 
ideal humanity (hould not bend to political 
reafon; or whether European fpeculation 
fhould triumph over American fafety. The 
very endeavour would excite confufion, with¬ 
out encreafing benevolence, and eftabliftt 
perhaps a permanent flavery, in the Head of 
promoting an expeCted comfort. It may not. 
only convulie the colonies, but lhake their 
interefts to the very centre; and overthrow 
the foundations of Weftern wealth, and its 
confequentiai refources for ever. If negroes 
can be admitted to a partial freedom, the 
proteCcion of laws, and bleflings of religion, 
it is as much perhaps as they ought to 
experience, and more I fear, than would 
make them happy ; for to have that of which 
we cannot make a ufe, will be,, not an en¬ 
joyment, but a burthen. 
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To con'elude—the obfervations l have made 
are to the belt of my knowledge fincere* I 
have not ranged over a romantic field of fie-- 
tion to bewilder the imagination, and. to puz¬ 
zle truth, As. I have not been able to fhower 
roles, I have wifhed to pluck the thorn from: 
the foot of him whq. feels* I have not 
Wifhed to make any-diferimination of climate,, 
colour, chance, or feeling. My imagination*, 
however feeble it niay^bei has confidared thee 
world as a garden, in which flowers of vark 
ous fhapes, of various colours, expand, decline^ 
and fade,- ; Some if foftered will grow to 
beauty ; and fome if trodden upon will rile 
no more, I could here apply the moral to 
theprefentfubjef):; but that fubjed, and my 
talk it is now time that I fhould conclude,; 
I ihail therefore ; in my, concluiion * acknow¬ 
ledge that l am:an:advocate for humanity, 
and that in confequence: of this principle, I; 
am not an advocate for the liberation of the 
Have, I am an advocate for all ; that can 
make him comfortable, I am an advocate 
for all that can make him happyI am an 
advocate for his removal from his natal foil,. 
that he may tafte the comforts of protection, 

the 
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the fruits of humanity, and the bleflings of 
religion. I could wilh that no difference 
but that of colour, (*which nature has 
made) fhould contrail the feelings of the 
African dependent and that of the Euro* 
pean mailer: I could wilh that the national 
weaknefs of the firfl fhould. be fupported 
by the power of the laft, that he Ihouid 
be employed as a fervant, but confidered 
as a man, I could wilh that the line of be* 
nevolence fhould be extended, and cut a ray 
of light through the habitable globe, that it 
fhould warm all countries, and fertilize the 
coldefl foil—that, like the fun, it fhould vi¬ 
vify all nature, dry up every tear, and make 
no diflin&ion • of manners, or completions 
Let the Have have freedom of will; let him be 
taught to reverence God ; and then his duty 
to his mafler may be made efficient—his la* 
bpur eafy—his life comfortable, and his end j 
jrefignecb 


FINIs. 

Fleet, 

J%a6th, 1788,, 



